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President’s Report
Jonathan Shorer

I attended a seminar several years ago at which Graeme
Harris, the Director CAA was the keynote speaker. Among the
things that he said was a statement that “Aviation is diﬀerent
from any other pursuit in that you can’t do anything without
speciﬁc permission”. It is an interesting contrast with the view
that ﬂight gives you unlimited freedom to move in three
dimensions.
Compare the words of John Gillespie Magee the WW2
Canadian Airforce pilot:
"Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
of sun-split clouds, — and done a hundred things
You have not dreamed of — wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there,
I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and ﬂung
My eager craft through footless halls of air....
With the current situation imposed by the regulatory authorities
where you have to get the landowners permission to ﬂy a tiny
model aircraft over an empty ﬁeld. But in Europe, they are
struggling with an even greater threat of restriction. There,
EASA (European Aviation Safety Agency) have drafted
regulations that would limit all model aircraft to a maximum
weight of 250 gms and a maximum operating radius of
100metres. A combined eﬀort by FAI, European Airsports and
a new group called European Model Flying Union are pushing
back hard against these proposed rules and we wish them

good progress. The cause of this new wave of regulation is
undoubtedly the rise of the drones and there is little that we can
do to stop it. What we can do is stay engaged with CAA and
seek better, rather than just more, regulation. They recently
chose to single out drones for a Christmas media release
highlighting the rise in reported incidents and urging greater
safety awareness. Although there are some very worrying
reports of drones being seen near manned aircraft, there are
also several reports such as “I saw a quadcopter have a motor
failure and it landed in the grass without damage”. All reports
are logged and counted and allow CAA to build a picture.
Incidents involving RPAS in any way are only 3% of the total
reported to CAA and of all of these, only one was “possibly” a
model aircraft.
Authorities have, so far, refused to diﬀerentiate between model
aircraft and unmanned aircraft used as toys or commercially.
They ﬁnd the lines too hard to deﬁne. We think that it is pretty
simple, model aircraft require a skilled operator to make them
ﬂy. The new breed of ﬂying machines use technology to permit
controlled ﬂight and the operator simply directs where the craft
should go.
We can’t un-invent drone technology and we won’t keep the
hobby safe by turning our back on the way in which widespread
usage is developing. We must do our best to spread the word
about respecting rules designed to protect manned aviation,
particularly around aerodromes. In the meantime MFNZ
continues to work to try to get CAA to make good regulations
that keep everyone safe.

VACANCY FOR TREASURER

After many years of service Rex is standing down to enjoy his retirement
and get some ﬂying in.
Consequently we are seeking a replacement for him. The role is not arduous as
we use Xero as our accounting package. It does most of the hard work for us.
The Treasurer is responsible for:
(i) Keeping proper accounting records of the
Association's ﬁnancial transactions to allow
the Association's ﬁnancial position to be
readily ascertained;
(ii) Preparing annual ﬁnancial statements for
presentation at each Annual General
Meeting. These statements should be
prepared in accordance with the Societies'
accounting policies.
(iii) Providing a ﬁnancial report at each Annual
General Meeting;
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(iv) Providing ﬁnancial information to the Council
as the Council determines;
Notice of interest to be sent to the Secretary
by post or email please.
13 Collins Crescent, Feilding 4702
secretary@modelﬂyingnz.org
To discuss the position please ring
Jonathan or Des.
Contact details page 2
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Secretary’s Desk
Des Richards

As I write this column my thoughts cover a number of ﬁelds.
The ﬁrst is a wish to you all and your families, for a 2017 that will
bring happiness and joy.
The second is a desire to see a high level of comradery, support
and friendship ﬂourish within our great hobby and an
atmosphere that has no politics and personal agendas causing
dissension.
As some of you are aware, I had major spinal cord surgery in
early December and with the time spent conﬁned to a bed,
there was a lot of time for pondering. The ﬁrst was “What am I
wanting to achieve this year”, “What models do I want to ﬁnish
and build”, “Who can I ask to help when my physical condition
slows me down”.
The third was where is our hobby going and what are the
inﬂuences on it that may serve to shape the future.
The fourth was what can I do to assist my fellow modellers.
The problem with thinking is that you end up going round in
circles (just like control line) and having trouble sorting the key
points. Writing them down helps and when you get a friend or
companion to go through them with you some form of clarity
appears. I have selected a few to share with you all and trust
that it may stimulate some thought and input from members. If
you wish to comment please email me. Positive thoughts only,
negativity is an area I will not be drawn into this year.
MFNZ is in a stable ﬁnancial state but not in a position to
purchase land for a national ﬂying site. While some of you ask
for this the amount needed to fund such a purchase, while not
impossible, is certainly a major challenge. If you have been
following the moves by the BMFA to achieve the dream you will
be aware that they have entered into a long term lease
agreement, which is only manageable because of the size of
their membership and consequently their income.
The Council has assisted two groups, (that I am aware of) gain
their sites. Tauranga with TECT Park and Auckland MAC,
Tuakau MAC and Papakura Manukau AC combined, with the
Elbow in the Waikato. The Resource Consent on this site is
awaiting the green light from the Waikato District Council as
this missal is penned.
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More clubs could look at this combined approach to obtaining a
long term home for members. While it is possible to ﬁnd the land
area for a site the airspace requirements can rule out a location.
For RC and Control line the space needed is reasonable but
Free Flight is diﬀerent in the need for a large ground area to
allow the distance models cover during their ﬂight time. A
challenge but one that can be meet.
It would be excellent to see the Constitution and our
documentation update ﬁnalised this year.
The ability to contact members directly is a major step forward,
as it means we all will know what is going on. A plea here, please
contact Paul at members@modelﬂyingnz.org if you have not
received a test email from MFNZ.
This will allow him to have an updated and correct list of
members and ensure you are fully informed.
I would like to thank Paul for the many hours he has slaved to
produce an accurate database that works. I know it is a work in
progress but what he has achieved is just amazing.
Jonathan continues to put in many hours with CAA. The result of
which is to allow MFNZ to carry out many functions with the
delegated authority from CAA. What he has achieved is major
recognition for MFNZ and makes the members and clubs lives
easier.
I also wish to thank Graham Lovejoy and Jonathan Shorer who
have both built and repaired models for me. Without their help I
would have had very little to ﬂy. Thanks chaps, I really
appreciate your help.
For those of you that haven’t heard, a long-time member and
stalwart of the Gisborne club, Rose Douglas passed away this
month. My condolences and best wishes to Allan and Trish plus
the rest of the family. We will miss Roses friendly smile and quick
banter. Allan we all have our ﬁngers crossed that you will make
the North Island Free Flight Champs at Carterton This April.
John Selby and Anthony Hall have also moved to the great ﬂying
ﬁeld in the sky in the last few months.
Our thoughts are with their families in their loss.
To you all, Keep Safe and help each other.
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REPORT
Jonathan Shorer

Another year completed! We returned to Matamata and
enjoyed the use of the marvellous long runway together with
three other sites in the surrounding area and use of the control
line hard circle at New Plymouth. Once again, being closer to the
centre of population seems to have had a positive impact on
numbers and 203 members registered to compete. An
interesting trend was that
numbers of events entered was
actually reduced. There is a
reduction in
entries for those
events where
several can be
competed in a
day which shows
that competitors
entered an
average of 3.2
e v e n t s a s
compared to 4.5
when we last
visited Matamata.

Top to bottom:
Rowdy gets his 4m Maxa away
David Hughes with his Texaco A class airplane
Wayne Cartwright with his Cruiser
Right:
Joe doesnt like to walk too far in his gumboots
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Two years ago,
the weather was
scorching and
some competitors
were begging for
rain after many
long days out staring at the burning sky. This year, we began
with rain and strong winds as nationally, summer proved to be a
slow starter. The ﬁelds were green but the weather proved a
challenge for the ﬁrst couple of days and some events were lost
to the weather. There were some other dramatic incidents too,
Model Flying World

chief among these was the arrival of a manned training aircraft
doing a touch and go on the closed runway whilst model ﬂying
was in progress and the pylon course was being built.
This year, we again programmed 90 events. Due to a
combination of weather and some low entries, 21 of these did
not constitute oﬃcial events as they produced less than 3
results. A further 12 met the minimum threshold of three which
results in every competitor getting a place card. We’ll be having
a debate with the SIG committees as to whether we have got
the structure right.
We ran two days of FPV competitions and three of the ﬂyers
arrived by air and were able to park their aircraft alongside the
cars at the edge of the course which caused a couple of people
to look twice. Both multirotor and ﬁxed wing events were ﬂown
with a good number of competitors.
Looking forward, next year is the 70th event if anyone has ideas
for making it extra special, the Nationals Manager post is
waiting to be ﬁlled. The plan is to return to Carterton,
provisionally 3-7 January 2018.

Top to bottom:
That went well.
Brian Borland giving some tuning advice.
Ryan Groves and Flynn check the manual before launching their
Hanger rat.
Left top to bottom:
Just a few more turns
Team Palmer conquer master another discipline
Below:
‘Walkies’
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Peter Walker, Jr Champion modeller & Junior Champion of Champions
Rex Anderson, Senior Champion modeller
Dave Ackery, Senior Champion of Champions
Rex Bain collects the Champion Club trophy for Hamilton MAC
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Joe Wurts, Soaring Champion
Frazer Briggs, Aerobatics Champion
Bernard Scott, Free Flight Champion
Ricky Bould, Free Flight & Control Line Scale

Model Flying World

Top: Joe gets to keep the trophy for another year.
Bottom: Rowdy and Steve Warner, joint winners of the Radian
competition
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Top: Leslie & Fleur capture a ice cream truck to refresh the ﬂyers.
Bottom: Soarers cooling oﬀ after the prizegiving.

Page 9

RESULTS

Vintage Champion
John Butcher
Soaring Champion
Joe Wurts
Aerobatics Champion
Frazer Briggs
Free Flight Champion
Bernard Scott
Free Flight & Control Line Scale
Champion
Ricky Bould
Pylon Champion
L W King
Scale Champion 1st =
Grant Finlay
Andrew Palmer
Control Line Champion
Kevin Barnes
Champion modeller Junior
Winner
Peter Walker
Runner up
Kyla Fisher
Champion modeller Senior
Winner
Rex Anderson
Runner up
Dave Ackery
Champion of Champions Junior
Winner
Peter Walker
Runner up
Kyla Fisher
Champion of Champions Senior
Winner
Dave Ackery
Runner up
Rex Anderson
Champion Club
1st
Hamilton MAC
2nd
Tuakau M A C
3rd
Model Flying Hawkes Bay
Event 1 FAI Combined
1 Paul Lagan
2 Roger Morrell
3 David Ackery
4 Robert Wallace
5 Bryce Gibson

519
298
197
156
47

Event 2 P.30
1 Bernard Scott
2 Graham Lovejoy
3 David Ackery
4 Bryce Gibson

288
283
107
49

Event 3 Open Glider
1 Robert Wallace
2 Bernard Scott
3 John Butcher
4 Kyla Fisher

188
180
172
94

Event 4 Mini Combined
1 David Ackery
2 Rex Anderson
3 Bernard Scott
4 Paul Lagan
5 Graham Lovejoy

348
308
249
188
152

Event 5 Indoor HLG
1 David Ackery
2 Daniel Walker
3 Peter Walker
4 Robert Wallace
5 Nathan Walker

51.5
50.5
47.5
42.4
39.5

Event 6 Hangar Rat
1 Nathan Walker
2 Peter Walker
3 Daniel Walker
4 Brian Borland
5 Keith Trillo
6 Suetonia Palmer
7 Bernard Scott
9 Gwyn Avenell
10 Flynn Groves

314
299
296
291
287
281
273
249
241
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11 Richard Bould
12 W H McGarvey

234
230

Event 7 Open Rubber
1 David Ackery
2 Bryce Gibson
3 Lincoln Vincent
5 Bernard Scott
6 Robert Wallace

537
489
459
452
261

Event 8 Aggregate
1 Bryce Gibson
2 Graeme Christie
3 Adam Butler
4 Daniel Walker
5 Suetonia Palmer
6 Graeme Duncan
7 Rex Anderson
8 Richard Fallas
8 Jarrod Briggs
9 John Ryan
10 Richard Bould
11 David Ackery
12 David Thornley

557
436
420
383
354
351
317
289
289
278
147
125
115

Event 9 Open Power
1 Rex Bain
2 Rex Anderson
3 Bryce Gibson
4 Bernard Scott
5 Peter Wilson

507
455
391
380
31

Event 10 Kiwi Power
1 Rex Bain
2 Bernard Scott
3 Rex Anderson
4 Peter Wilson
5 Bryce Gibson

600
580
317
298
19

Event 11 Hand Launch Glider
1 Brendan Robinson
2 Anthony Hope-Cross
3 Kim Webby
4 Peter Walker
5 Andrew Robinson
5 Tawhai Webby
7 John Butcher
8 Bryce Rackley

105
102
94
88
72
72
53
32

Event 12 Catapult Launch Glider
1
Paul Lagan
2
David Gush
3
David Ackery
3
Owen Rogers
5
Kyla Fisher
6
Daniel Warner
7
Flynn Groves
8
John Butcher
9
Andrew Robinson
9
Peter Walker
9
Andrew Hanson
12 Tawhai Webby
13 Ron Magill
13 Josh Warner
14 Steve Hanson

254
205
159
159
146
138
136
121
107
107
107
95
88
88
67

Event 14 Kennedy Precision
1 Rex Anderson
2 John Dowling
3 Bernard Scott
4 Peter Wilson

256
225
221
110

Event 16 Vintage FF Catapult Glider
1 David Ackery
229
2 Ron Magill
199

3
4
5
6
7
8

David Gush
Paul Lagan
John Butcher
Kyla Fisher
Daniel Warner
Bernard Scott

198
184
179
86
112
30

Event 18 Vintage FF Rubber
1 Bryce Gibson

67

Event 19 Nos FF Power Duration
1
Bryce Gibson
2
Peter Wilson
3
Rex Bain

226
158
5

Event 20 Vintage FF Glider Duration
1
David Ackery
360
2
Rex Anderson
246
3
Kyla Fisher
127
4
John Butcher
56
Event 21 Small Nos Vintage Power
Duration
1
Rex Anderson
276
2
Bernard Scott
264
3
Rex Bain
229
4
John Butcher
40
Event 25 Precision
1
Bernard Scott
2
Dowling John
3
John Butcher
4
Peter Wilson

139
135
132
128

Event 26 Vintage RC Precision
1 Don Mossop
2 Brian Harris
2 John Ryan
4 David Thornley
5 Stuart Lightfoot
6 Rex Anderson
7 David Crook
8 Steve Warner
9 Tony Christiansen
10 Stuart Hubbard
11 John Butcher
12 Bryan Treloar
13 John Warner
14 Doug Baunton
15 Les King
16 Keith Trillo
17 Laurie Chrystall
18 David Squires

799
797
797
590
589
576
570
567
565
563
560
549
541
522
514
499
367
327

Event 27 Vintage RC IC Duration
1 Rex Anderson
2 Tony Christiansen
3 John Butcher
3 David Thornley
5
John Ryan
6 Bryan Treloar

780
695
671
671
230
186

Event 28 Classical RC IC Duration
1 John Butcher
6
Event 29 Classical Precision
1 Harris R.Brian
2 John Warner
3 Don Mossop
4 John Butcher
5 David Thornley

575
574
514
325
176

Event 30 Vintage RC E Duration
1 Harris R.Brian
2 Stuart Hubbard

960
851
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RESULTS
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

David Squires
Wayne Cartwright
Keith Trillo
Don Mossop
John Warner 601
Tony Gribble 552
Doug Baunton 416
Les King 402
Stuart Lightfoot 320
Rex Anderson 204
John Butcher 113

812
803
697
630

Event 31 Vintage RC 1-2A Texaco
1
John Ryan 1030
Event 32 Vintage RC 1-2E Texaco
1
Wayne Cartwright
2
Keith Trillo
3
Rex Anderson
4
Tony Gribble
5
John Butcher

2329
2315
1770
1470
1404

Event 33 Vintage RC A Texaco
1
John Butcher
2
Rex Anderson
3
David Squires

1230
1173
592

Event 34 Vintage RC E Texaco
1
Rex Anderson
2
Keith Trillo
3
Doug Baunton
4
Wayne Cartwright
5
John Butcher
6
David Squires

1860
1850
1700
1668
842
388

5
6
7

David Thornley
Tawhai Webby
Ron Stone

571.5
329
147

Event 47 Classic Aerobatics
1
Kevin Barnes
2
John Ryan
3
Daniel Munro
4
David Ackery
5
David Thornley
6
Graeme Duncan

593
572
472
432.75
392.75
343

Event 48 FAI F2B Aerobatics
1
Kim Webby
2
Kevin Barnes
3
Owen Rogers
4
Daniel Munro
5
C Allen
6
Daniel Walker
7
Robert Wallace
8
Donald John Robinson

2177.75
2168.05
1995.75
1912.25
1748
1657.75
1605.5
1530.05

Event 51 Premier Duration (Class C)
1
Joe Wurts
3000
2
Peter Williams
2997.1
3
Kevin Botherway
2928.3
4
Len Drabble
2820.7
5
Chris Kaiser
2802.4
6
Aneil Patel
2792.9
7
T Bealing
2712.4
8
Richard Thompson
2572.2
9
Bill DeRenzy
2502.3
10 David James
2236.9
11 Peter Glassey
2232.4
Event 53 ALES 200 (Class N)
1
Joe Wurts
2
Kevin Botherway
3 3 Chris Kaiser
4
Peter Glassey
5 8 Andrew Hiscock
6
Steve Warner
7
Tony Christiansen
8
David James
9
Ernst Klein
10 Gary Powell

4000
3992.3
3981.5
3778.3
3571.8
3263.6
3125.7
3111.9
2848.5
2267.2

Event 54 ALES Radian (Class P)
1
Kevin Botherway
1
Steve Warner
3
Joe Wurts
4
Ernst Klein
5
Robert Berger
6
Robert
7
Mike Briggs
8
Tony Christiansen
9
Peter Glassey
10 David James
11 Andrew Hiscock
12 Bill DeRenzy
13 Kerry Oakley
14 David Thornley
15 Gary Powell

2991.5
2991.5
2987.3
2961.7
2944.6
2899.8
2680.7
2675.9
2655
2580.2
2382.6
2162.8
2133.4
1947.6
1813.8

Event 45 Slow Goodyear
1
Rod Brown
4.0494 Time 4:04:94
2
Andrew Robinson 4.0921 Time 4:09:21
3
Graeme Christie
4.1003 Time 4:10:03

Event 55 FAI F5J
1
Joe Wurts
2
Kevin Botherway
3
Chris Kaiser
4
Peter Glassey

3972.2
3843.3
2511.6
1827.8

Event 46 Sportsman Aerobatics
1 David Ackery
2 Bryce Rackley
3 M. H. La Grand
4 Graeme Duncan

Event 56 FAI F3B
1
Joe Wurts
2
Kevin Botherway
3
Peter Williams
4
Richard Thompson

8952.5
8716
8620.8
8455.9

Event 36 Vintage RC E Rubber Texaco
1
John Butcher
2700
2
Keith Trillo
2666
3
Wayne Cartwright
2591
4
Doug Baunton
1507
5
John Warner
1208
Event 37 Classical RC E Duration
1
Don Mossop 900
2
Harris R.Brian 860
3
John Warner 433
4
John Butcher 96
Event 39 FAI F2C Team Race
1
Glen Lewis
3.3584 Time 3:35:84
2
Andrew Robinson 3.5088 Time 3:50:88
2
Brendan robinson 3.5088 Time 3:50:88
4
Rod Brown
4.1269 Time 4:12:69
4
Graeme Christie
4.1269 Time 4:12:69
Event 41 Percentage Speed
1
Andrew Robinson 0.985 98.50%
2
Brendan Robinson 0.853 85.30%
3
Donald Robinson 0.681 68.10%
Event 42 Class B Team Race
1
Donald Robinson 3.4619 Time 3:46:19
2
Harry Bailey
4.4913 Time 4:49:13
3
Rod Brown
72
72 laps
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704.5
658
618
607

5
6
7
8

Chris Kaiser
David James
Len Drabble
Peter Glassey

8029.9
6742.8
5796
5086.5

Event 57 FAI F3K
1
Joe Wurts
2
Peter Williams
3
Neal Moss
4
Kevin Botherway
5
Peter Glassey
6
David James
7
Andrew Hiscock
8
Richard Thompson
9 1 Len Drabble
10 Steve Warner
11 John Sutherland

5000
4962.9
4921.7
4857.7
4495.1
4431.8
4256.4
4233.2
3924.6
3763.3
3309.5

Event 58 FAI F4A Power Scale
1
Jack Godfrey
2
Richard Bould
3
Don Spray
4
George Fay

1011
984.5
889.5
318

Event 59 Outdoor Rubber Scale
1
Don Spray
2
George Fay
3
Jack Godfrey

592
50
300

Event 60 Kit Scale
1 10161 Peter Walker 83 Auster AOP 9
2 1147 Richard Bould 50 Luscombe Sedan
Event 61 CO2 & Electric Scale
1
Richard Bould
2
Don Spray
3
Jack Godfrey

580
506
651.5

Event 63 F4F Peanut Scale
1
Daniel Walker
2
Keith Trillo
3
Richard Bould
4
Anthony Hope-Cross

2
6
6
6

Event 64 Indoor Kit Scale
1
Keith Trillo
2
Daniel Walker
3
Richard Bould
4
Don Spray

136
133
95
43

Event 65 F4B CL plus Proﬁle Scale
1
John Ryan
1323.5
2
Otto Wimmer
498
3
Gerald Wimmer
464
4
Max Wimmer
458
Event 66 NZ Sportsman Pylon
1
Stephen Collins
2
Les King
3
P. Tomlinson
4
Andrew Palmer
5
Ron Stone
6
Paul Clausen
7
Chris Wong

388
558.5
614.4
623.4
698.1
703
800

Event 67 Quickee 500 Sport
1
Tom Wetherill
2
Stephen Collins
3
Ewan Galloway

378.5
389.9
420.3
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RESULTS
3
4
5
6
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Grant R Finlay
John Sutherland
P Tomlinson .
Andrew Palmer
Graeme Duncan
Ron Stone
Paul Clausen
Les King
Greig Stephen

424.7
425.1
436.5
438.
494.9
511.2
615.7
617.4
800

Event 68 Quickee 500 Expert
1
John Danks
2
Frazer Briggs
3
Bruce deChastel
4
Jarrod Briggs
5
John Knox
6
Hamish Galloway
7
Les King
8
Stephen Collins

309.9
312.9
315
319.1
326.5
334.9
367.9
437.3

Event 69 F5D
1
Bruce deChastel
2
John Danks
3
Les King

465
600
600

Event 70 F3D
1
Tom Wetherill
2
Les King
3
John Danks

251.7
690
800

Event 71 F3T
1
Bruce deChastel
2
R. Craighead
3
John Danks
4
John Knox

253.8
276.7
537.4
678.9

Event 72 E Sport
1
Brian Harris
2
John Knox
3
Les King

524.2
608.4
681.2

Event 74 Sportsman IMAC
1
Mike Briggs
2
Ross Heald

6000
5056

James Farrow
Ryan Groves
John Butler
Kerry Oakley

4513
4393
2771
1997

Event 75 Intermediate IMAC
1
Adam Butler

4000

Event 76 Advanced IMAC
1
John Knox
2
John Rodgers
3
Mike Wilson

5969
5704
5021

Event 77 Unlimited IMAC
1
Frazer Briggs
2
Greig Stephen
3
Jarrod Briggs
4
Andrew Palmer

6000
5603
5356
4694

Event 78 Sportsman Aerobatics
1
Frank Winnips
2
Chris Wong
3
Foster Watkinson
4
Les King
Event 79 Advanced Aerobatics
1
Greig Stephen
2
P. Tomlinson
3
Adam Butler
4
Ron Stone
5
Gwyn Avenell

4000
2854
2774
1102
5000
4570
4464
4191
2781

Event 80 F3A
1
Frazer Briggs
2
Hamish Galloway
3
Andrew Palmer
4
James Danby
5
John Knox
6
Jarrod Briggs

3000
2966
2921
2751
2704
2567

Event 81 Novice Scale
1
Grant R Finlay
2
Gordon Meads
3
Chris Tynan
4
Antony Wright
5
Foster Watkinson
6
Les King

3013
2102
2062.5
1969.5
1910.5
607

Event 82 Intermediate Scale
1
Andrew Palmer
2
Greig Stephen
3
Scott Purdy

3161
2940.5
2908

4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Mike Briggs
John Rodgers
Arjen Visser
Adam Butler
Larry Phillps
David Thornley
James Farrow

2843.5
2679.5
2634
2552.5
2341.5
2170.5
1280.5

Event 83 Classic Scale
1
Colin Austen
2
Gwyn Avenell

3815.5
3455.5

MFNZ Miniquad OPEN
1
Michael Douglas
2
Stephan Knapp
3
Greig Roulston
4
Scott Taylor
5
Gareth Russell
6
Shaun Dynamo Longmore
7
Chris MacDonald
8
Tim Gordon
9
Jared Briggs
3S SPEC
1
Scott Taylor
2
Michael Douglas
3
Shaun Dynamo-Longmore
4
Steve Winnard
5
Greig Roulston
6
Alex Hewson
7= Timothy Gordon
7= Adam Fursdon
9
Gareth Russell
4S SPEC
1
Stephan Knapp
2
Scott Taylor
3
Shaun Dynamo-Longmore
4= Michael Douglas
4= Alex Hewson
6
Ian Ryu
7= Timothy Gordon
7= Christopher Macdonald
9
Griﬃn Cook
10= Greig Roulston
10= Gareth Russell
12= Steve Winnard
12= Adam Fursdon
14 Matt Stubbins
15 Logan Hartly

NEW ZEALAND 2017 NORTH ISLAND
FREE FLIGHT CHAMPIONSHIPS
CARTERTON 7th - 9th APRIL

Friday 7 April 8.00am to 4.00pm
Open Rubber, Open Power,
Simple Open Glider (straight tow)
Vintage Duration Combined
Saturday 8th April 8.00am to 4.00pm
Kiwi Power
Nostalgia Duration Combined
P30
Sunday 9th April 8.00am to 2.00pm
Combined Catapult / HLG / TLG
Mini Combined (Coupe, 1/2A Power, A/1)
Classic Duration Combined
Vintage Precision Combined
th

Entry Fee $10 per day
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3 x 180 sec
3 x 180 sec
3 x 120 sec
3 x 180 sec
3 x 120 sec
6 x 60 sec
3 x 120 sec
3 x 180 sec
3 x 90 sec

Awards. An on-ﬁeld prize giving will be held each day 15 minutes
after contest ﬁnish. Hand written certiﬁcates and awards for ﬁrst
place (3 or more entries) will be distributed. Laser printed certiﬁcate
duplicates may be obtained by handing or sending the organiser a
stamped, self-addressed, A5 envelope. ( for return of the certiﬁcate)
Note re d/t fuses. Fuses will be banned if a general ﬁre ban is in
existence or the farmer stipulates. Check each day with control to
ascertain the status of fuses.
NZMAA membership will be required for all competitors and
casual ﬂiers. Present your membership card if requested to do so.
(does not apply to any overseas visitors)
For more information contact
Antony Koerbin ph. +64 4 5279386 or koerbinnz@gmail.com
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AEROBATICS

IMAC @ Waharoa 69th Nats.

Day 1 … Raining. We got started at 2pm and managed a round
each. 6pm more rain stopped the ﬂying. Lucky to get in what we
did that day, with light wind and grey skies. Day 2 … no Rain,
even some sunshine, or was it the moon on ﬁre ? Wind got up
as the day went on and we’ve just ﬁnished at 6pm in strong
winds, but nice and sunny.
Sportsman was taken out by Baldrick yet again. Ross Heald in
second and young James Farrow slid into 3rd after Ryan
Groves was unable to ﬂy the unknown round due to motor
problems. “Smokey Oakley” being the only guy to enter Basic
made the move up to Sportsman and provided plenty of
entertainment for the judges.
Intermediate was a one horse race, Adam Butler being the only
contestant.
Advanced was won by John Knox, with John Rodgers not far
behind. Mikey Wilson in 3rd won the ﬁnal unknown round.
Unlimited was won by Frazer Briggs with Stephen Greig not far
behind. Jarrod Briggs in 3rd ahead of Andrew Palmer. All four in
Unlimited ﬂying DA 200cc.
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Great to have a few spectators coming for a look during the day.
We had 14 pilots with a total of 210 ﬂights. Thanks to all the
Judges and helpers, especially Max Briggs who punched in all
the scores !!!

RC Aerobatics @ Waharoa 69th Nats.

Aerobatics started on Day 4 in stunning weather. 4 pilots in
Sportsman. 5 in Advanced. 6 in F3A. The F3A event doubled as
the NZ Team Ranking for the coming Trans Tasman and World
Champs events later this year. We ﬂew right through till 7pm on
Day 4 in pretty good weather all day. Sportsman was won by
Frank Winnips, followed by Chris Wong and Foster Watkins. In
Advanced Stephen Greig took the charge with Paul Tomlinson
and Adam Butler in 2nd and 3rd. F3A was a pretty close battle
across the 4 rounds, with ﬁnal results being Frazer Briggs,
followed by Hamish Galloway and Andrew Palmer.
Once again a fantastic end to a long week of ﬂying on a magic
site. From our end of the runway during IMAC and Pattern, we
have seen Scale, Control Line, Heli, Pylon, Rotor Cross and
DLG Glider all in action !!!

rig
Frazer B

gs
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SCALE

The scale event was scheduled for the ﬁrst two days of the 2017
Nationals held again this year at Waharoa near Matamata. The
event was well supported with 23 entries in the 3 events
(Novice, Sportsman and Classic). The site prepared for us by
Mike Briggs and his team was great – we were located in a
similar place to the previous event, but now had a better
separation from the IMAC event held on the second RC ﬁeld.
Unfortunately, the weather decided not to play the game on
both days – while we started on time on the 3rd, the rain set in
after about an hour, so the event was put on hold until 1:00 pm.
Keeping an eye in the rain radar websites, we managed to get
through a lot of ﬂying on the ﬁrst day of the event by getting
through two rounds on Novice and Intermediate.
We had a slightly reduced number of people at the ﬁeld, mainly
due to the appalling weather forecast for each day but those
that came along soldiered on despite the conditions, the
redeeming feature being the wind blew more or less up the
strip.

Arjen Visser Fw190 take oﬀ

Novice was well subscribed with six ﬂying, notably Grant Finlay
(for the last and only time ﬂying in Novice) with his Cessna Ag
wagon, Gordon Meads with his Air-Tractor 502 and Chris Tynan
with his Fokker Dr1 prevailing. Anthony Wright had some good
ﬂights with his electric Pilatus Porter and Foster Watkinson
battled away at his ﬁrst Scale Competition with an aerobatic
Velox. Les King with his Pitts Special had some issues, but
managed to ﬂy two rounds.
Sportsman was very well subscribed, with 12 ﬂying in the event.
This event has seemed to attract a bunch of new ﬂiers to the
scale event, with a number of ARF P47 Thunderbolts – always
ﬁne ﬂying models. There was some very good ﬂying in this
event on both days with Andrew Palmer (P47) prevailing over
Steven Greig (P-47) and Scott Purdy DHC-2 Beaver. This
event featured several models with the Saito 60 3 cylinder
radial motors – these seem to be a good ﬁt for 80” plus models
and sound great. Scott Purdy ﬂew his Beaver with a 7 cylinder
radial very realistically – this is based on a Hanger 9 model.
Steven Greig ﬂying in his ﬁrst scale comp, blotted his copybook
by accidently switching oﬀ the ignition to his Robart P-47 part
way through the ﬁrst ﬂight but nevertheless ﬁnished the
competition strongly. Arjen Visser ﬂew his Fw190 powered with
one of the Saito Radials well and is a welcome addition to the

Page 14

Adam-John Spitﬁre

scale ranks – one of his take oﬀs was voted the save of the day!
Adam Butler ﬂew his electric Brian Taylor Spitﬁre with some
authority now he has reverted to a 3 blade prop. Larry Phillips
bucked the trend and ﬂew his twin electric Nomad in the event. It
is good to see a bit of originality with a model like this. David
Thornley ﬁnally replaced his Fuji 200 with a Larger Pilatus PC2

Model Flying World

Porter which ﬂew much better than the
aforementioned Fuji. James Farrow ﬂew his
Fw190 with skill but had a slight issue with
landing the model and only posted a score in
one round. This is a very nice model and we
hope to see it back soon.
Classic Scale was only ﬂown on the second
day, which while the rain had stopped, it
then proceeded to blow strongly from the
west, giving everyone a chance to practice
their cross-wind technique. Classic Scale
initially had four entries but unfortunately
Steve Cole had an issue with the elevator
bearing swelling in the wet conditions,
rendering his nice Fokker DVII
unserviceable for the event. The event was
won by Colin Austin with his large Beech 18
twin. Gwyn Avenell was second with the
“unique” RWD-8 polish aircraft despite
suﬀering an aileron mount failure during the
ﬁrst ﬂight. The Fw190 of the Farrows were
unable to ﬂy for the second day
unfortunately due to some damage the
previous day, as shame as this is a very nice
model.
This event would not have happened
without the cooperation of the Scale and the
IMAC organisers, particularly when a good
number of the competitors were ﬂying in
both events.
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Scott Purdy DHC-2 Beaver

All in all, a good competition with some nice ﬂights being posted but also some
good ﬂying with the pilots generally coping well with the adverse conditions. As
always, our thanks go out to the people who make this event happen –the judges,
the scorers, and the contest director who put all this together on the days for your
enjoyment.
A ﬁnal thanks to the Flying NZ Nationals organisation for holding the event again
in Matamata – it certainly increases participation in our event and given that the
weather forecast was quite poor for our event, we did better than we had expected
in the way of numbers.
ll

Gwyn Avene

Page 15

Miniquad racing returned to Matamata , 2 years since the ﬁrst
ever organized race was held January 2015.
This year the competition was spread over two days, Day 1 saw
the Rotorcross league hold a round of their 3S and 4S spec
racing ( 9 pilots in 3S, 15 in 4S), followed by the MFNZ
Miniquad Open Class competition with 9 pilots.
For MFNZ Miniquad we ran a qualifying heat for seeding,
followed by an elimination style competition.
Michael Douglas from WMAC top qualiﬁed, one his ﬁrst round,
and proceeded to the ﬁnal , taking the top honours.
Stephan Knapp (Auckland) had a terrible qualifying, qualifying
in the bottom bracket, but 4 wins in a row secured his place in
the ﬁnal, and placing second. Greig Roulston (WMAC) was
third overall after qualifying middle of the pack, with 3 wins in the
elimination and placed 3rd over all.
Heartbreak of the day would go to Scott Taylor (OSRF) top
qualifying alongside Michael, then crashing out in the ﬁnal to
place 4th overall.
Greig Roulston designed two tracks for the day, one for
Rotorcross (open, ﬂowing fast) and one for the MFNZ Miniquad
(tight and technical), both tracks were outstanding and a credit
to Greig.
The Flying wings turned up on day two, this was the second
round of a 6 round trial competition (FPV wing racing is a new
thing), with Scott Spooner (Raglan) turning up a current points
leader.
Lots of new faces racing FPV wings for the ﬁrst time, the total
ﬁeld size was 9 , looked like more as Cam Blick had (I think) 5
wings ready to go.
Wings are diﬀerent to Multirotors in that they often need repairs
between rounds, battery powered hot glue guns were in
constant use.
Alex Hewson was the outstanding pilot of the day, top qualifying
and taking out the ﬁnal, followed closely by Cam Blick qualifying
2nd and ﬁnishing 2nd in the ﬁnal. Cam and Alex
were tied and we had to do a ﬂy-oﬀ to determine the
ﬁnal placing. Scott Spooner had a mixed day,
qualifying 6th and ﬁnishing 5th overall.
Cam Blick left the event the new points leader,
Scott Spooner 2nd, Chris Jackson 3rd, Scott Taylor
4th and Alex Hewson 5th.

ington
Mathew Well
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Top to Bottom:
Tim G wing recovery team
Scott diving for the gate
Griﬀyn Cook lining up
Above left:
Am I on the right channel
Above right:
Michael Douglas, 1st place miniquad
Below:
What turns up when reviewing the video
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CONTROL LINE

Hard Surface Events

by Don Robinson and Brian Howser
The hard circle CL events were hosted by
NPMAC over the ﬁrst two days of the
NATS. Many competitors arrived early and
were practising on New Year’s Day.
Tuesday January 3rd.
As predicted by weather forecasters it was
raining and the tarmac circle was partly
under water. At about 11 am it was decided
to postpone and return at 3 pm to make a
ﬁnal decision on ﬂying that day. At 3 pm it
was still raining and ﬂying was cancelled
for so no circulating that day. This meant all
the tarmac events would need to be ﬂown
the next day so an early start was required.

Team Whangarei. The Webby and Walker clan. Danny Walker and his two boys Peter and Nathan,
cleaned up in Hanger rat, gaining the ﬁrst three places between them and also placing well in
HLG.

Wednesday January 4th.
A lot of entrants were on site before 9 am
getting ready to ﬂy. Rain had stopped and the circle clear of
water but a bit windy.

First up were the Jet Speed ﬂyers ﬂying % Speed. Don
Robinson had a ﬂight but didn’t get enough laps in the pylon so
recorded an attempt. Andrew Robinson did a ﬂight with
standard fuel and recorded 11.63 seconds. Brendan
Robinson’s engine cut out so recorded an attempt, changed jet
size and then recorded 11.95 seconds. Don went up again and
recorded 14.97 secs. Andrew went up again this time with hot
fuel, but the engine cut out so recorded an attempt, refuelled
and went again and recorded 10.34 seconds (216.3 mph).
These three ﬂyers did not ﬂy any more to help save time so we
could get through all the events.
During all of this Harry Bailey over from Australia was having
problems trying to get a ﬂight with a Class 1 speed model. He
was advised to repair things and would be allowed to ﬂy later in
the day when ready. Unfortunately he did not manage to get a
timed run using up his three attempts. Each attempt turned in
on takeoﬀ and destroyed the prop, and in another the lines.
Final results were 1st Andrew with 98.5% of record time, 2nd
Brendan with 85.3%, 3rd Don with 68.1 % and 4th Harry with 3
attempts.
Next to be ﬂown was Slow Goodyear Team Race.
The wind was now well up, so this event was only ﬂown as two
pilot heats.
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Heat 1: Harry Bailey (Graeme Christie ﬂying) recording 4 mins
16.06 secs against Andrew Robinson (Brendan Robinson
pitting) recording 4 mins 33.34 secs.
Heat 2: Brendan Robinson (Andrew Robinson ﬂying) recording
4 mins 13.74 secs against Rod Brown (Glen Lewis ﬂying)
recording 4 mins 4.94 secs.
Heat 3: Harry recording 4 mins 10.03 secs against Brendan
recording 4 mins 10.65 secs. Heat 4: Andrew recording 4 mins
9.21 secs against Rod recording 4 mins 15.55 secs. Again, to
save time no ﬁnal was ﬂown and the results taken on heat times:
1st Rod, 2nd Andrew, 3rd Harry and 4th Brendan. Very close
racing considering the conditions.
Next ﬂown was FAI F2F Team Race and Classic FAI Team
Race. F2F and Classic FAI was listed as one combined entry
event and in future, the ﬂying of this needs to be clariﬁed. We
ﬂew it as 2 separate events.
F2F was won by brothers Andrew and Brendan Robinson
(Brendan pitting) who recorded 4min 44.18 secs against
Graeme Christie (Rod Brown pitting) over 36 laps. The short
race was because, despite having done the usual controls pull
test prior to ﬂying, Graeme’s down line broke and the model did
3 loops before hitting the ground.
Heat 1 Classic FAI, Harry Bailey (Graeme Christie ﬂying)
recorded 4 min 54.34 secs against Rod Brown (Glen Lewis
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ﬂying) recording 4 min 32.10 secs and Don
Robinson (Andrew Robinson ﬂying) recording5
mins 9.74 secs.

We managed to ﬂy all the events required (1/2A TR and Fast Goodyear were
both cancelled due to only having two entries each) but without ﬁnals and not
using all the allocated speed attempts, a long tiring day with many close races.

Back in the pits Don found that a tank mount had
broken so could not ﬂy a second heat. Harry’s
and Rod’s Classic FAI models and Brendan’s
F2F model were then ﬂown together making a
combined heat. Harry recorded 4 mins 46.9
secs, Rod recording 86 laps and Brendan
recording 5 mins 24.02 secs. Again to save time,
no ﬁnal races were ﬂown.

Next day, a four hour drive to the Grass CL and Classic TR events at Waharoa.

1st place therefore went to Glen Lewis and Rod
Brown with the best time of 4.32.10. 2nd place
was Graeme Christie and Harry Bailey and 3rd to
Andrew and Don Robinson..
Next up was Class B Team Race. Although there
were three entries, for safety due to the wind, the
races were only ﬂown as two up heats.
Heat 1, Don Robinson (Andrew Robinson ﬂying)
recorded 3 mins 55.38 secs against Rod Brown
(Glen Lewis ﬂying, Brian Howser battery boy)
recording 72 laps. In the second tank of Rod’s
ﬂight the tank ﬁlling valve plunger came out so
they couldn’t continue. (This was commercial
valve, but the plunger was only held in by the “O”
ring which is poor engineering)
Heat 2, Don recorded 3 mins 57.18 secs against
Australian visitor Harry Bailey (Graeme Christie
pitting) recording 7 mins 0.82 secs. To give Harry
a second heat, Don and Harry ﬂew again with
Don using Brendan Robinson as the battery boy
and using a slightly diﬀerent ﬁlling technique,
recording 3 mins 46.19 secs and Harry then
recording 4 mins 49.13 secs. Again no ﬁnal was
ﬂown so 1st was Don, 2nd Harry and 3rd Rod. I
believe Harry was using the Australia record
holding model but it was not his day.

Classic A TR. Saturday morning, and the weather was good. The guys had
mown the circles several times so the surface wasn’t too bad. Several entries
had engine tuning problems so practice carried on for a while. Don Robinson's
ﬁrst heat was close to the 5 minute minimum so he was comfortably into the
ﬁnal.
The 200 lap ﬁnal could only be a two up race since John Ryan had earlier lost
half his tailplane, so could not ﬂy. To comply with the oﬃcial rules he put his
model on the start line and sat in the middle for the whole race. Don had a good
clean run and made a good time. Rod Brown with Harry pitting, were going well,
but then the engine run became erratic and he ﬁnally had to retire at 174 laps. A
lot of fun with a number of incidents, but nothing too major.
Classic B. TR
More drama in the B heats. There were 4 entries and only 2 ﬁnishers, in fact
Steve Hansen only managed to practice and Rod Brown never got out of the
pits. Steve Hansen was practicing but the big end on his ETA 29 began to sieze,
Don tried to ﬁx it but the problem came back.
Rod Brown had tested a model the night before, which I had sold to him. It went
well during practice, the day before, but refused to do much on the Saturday
and he never made the start line.
Ashley and Bryce had my model, a 45 year old Class B model built by Bill Bell
and ﬂown with a Westland 29 all those years ago and now totally rebuilt and
ﬁtted with my 1966- 68? Super Tigre G21/29, which I suspected would be too
fast and incur a speed penalty. It did everything right in the ﬁrst heat but was a
bit quicker in the second and with the time penalty the times were almost
identical.

Last up was FAI F2C Team Race. The wind had
dropped a bit by now, but it was starting to get
cold and the three teams decided to ﬂy three up.
Heat 1: Glen Lewis/Robert Bolton team recorded
3 mins 36.03 secs, with Graeme Christie/Rod
Brown team recording 4min 12.69 secs, and
Andrew Robinson/Brendan Robinson team only
managing 36 laps due to the model not making
the pitting station at the ﬁrst stop.

Daniel Munro's Ringmaster. A true classic stunter, 1950 vintage.

Heat 2: Lewis/Bolton team recorded 3 mins
35.84 secs against the Robinson team recording
3 mins 50.88 secs, Christie/Brown team having
pulled out. Again no ﬁnal was ﬂown and it was
now 7-30pm! So the results were: 1st
Lewis/Bolton team, 2nd Robinson brothers
Team, and 3rd Christie/Brown team.
The Lewis/Bolton win established a new NZ
record for F2C Team Race. This is because the
F2C rules changed on the 1st of January with 2
pit tops now being required. Previously
contestants could do 50 + laps per tank hence
only having one pit stop.
Something more modern. A nice proﬁle job.
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John Ryan never got oﬀ the ground in the ﬁrst heat, but
managed to do a 7 minute something for the second race.
With the end of the oﬃcial Nats entries, an unoﬃcial Grass
Slow Good year event was then run for all comers. In the great
afternoon conditions, this was well supported and provided
good racing.

Waharoa "My Nationals"

by Daniel Munro, Gore MAC
Despite having been involved with aero modelling on and oﬀ
since I was a young child I am a relative latecomer to the Nats. I
had grand visions as a child to attend and enter as many
classes as I could but it never came to fruition.
My ﬁrst Nats was Easter 2016, in which I was a little
disappointed. Turnout was low, especially in control line and
the weather was not the best at times.
I didn't let this deter me and made plans to return from the deep
south in 2017.
On the 2nd of January I ﬂew out of Queenstown, arriving in
Auckland about lunchtime. The ﬁrst thing that struck me was
the humidity as I walked out of the airport terminal. Thankfully
the bus to Hamilton was air conditioned. Once oﬀ the bus
though, the humidity was much worse.
Later that evening at Kevin and Karen Barnes house whereI
stayed, I joked with Kevin that he could turn oﬀ the humidity
machine whenever he liked. The joke was over me. Being from
Southland I struggle in such conditions.
The following Tuesday afternoon, Kevin and I headed over to
Waharoa. No sooner had I registered and found my room,
Kevin was straight into setting up the control line circles.
A couple of hours work and it was time for a beer.
On the 4th I spent the morning putting in some practice ﬂights
and the latter part of the day visiting various sites of the Nats. I
was suitably impressed at the Soaring site watching the big
gliders rocket up the winch line towards the clouds.
The 5th and Combat day. It was a stinking hot day and despite
applying sunblock 3 or 4 times my Southland skin still got
baked. Personally, I didn't go that great in the combat ﬂying
losing two bouts in row, but I took with me some lessons to
apply next time. For the remainder of the day I pitted for Kevin
Barnes whose slow combat setup worked ﬂawlessly bout after
bout, to bring him through as the overall winner.
The 6th, Control Line aerobatics. This is the day I had been
waiting for. It turned out to be the biggest stunt meet in NZ for a
long time. The pits were lined with a huge number of models big
and small.
I snuck a couple of practice ﬂights in early and was happy with
how my Legacy was ﬂying.
Once the contest started I quickly noticed that the standard of
ﬂying was really high and that I'd need to work hard.
I ﬂew well, in my normal fashion improving throughout the day
with each score higher than the last. I placed fourth with my
highest ever score, cracking 1000 points for the ﬁrst time. It was
those triangles!!! Congratulations to Kim Webby, Kevin Barnes
and Owen Rogers taking out the top three spots respectively.
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Next was classic stunt which I'd built a 1951 Ringmaster S1 a
few weeks prior. I'd posted the plane to Kevin's place and
assembled it the night I arrived. I'd put three ﬂights on it before
the contest and it had been going really well.
First ﬂight I crashed it when the engine ran rich and didn't have
the power to get through the loops. Second ﬂight the engine
stopped before I could ﬁnish the pattern. Third ﬂight the engine
stopped before I could ﬁnish, but this time I was prepared and
had time to refuel, restart and ﬁnish the pattern.
Despite the diﬃculties I managed third place. Not bad, but I wish
it had worked like the test ﬂights.
After this I went back to my room and packed my model box. I left
Waharoa feeling proud of my eﬀorts, but exhausted at the same
time.
The following morning Kevin and I were on the road to Auckland
at 4:45am so I could catch my 7:00am ﬂight back to
Queenstown.
I enter a number of control line competitions each year and
enjoy them all, but the Nats is unique, great people, great beer
and great yarns each night is what certainly inspires me to keep
coming back.
Until the next one!

CL Stunt (Now called Aerobatics by PC pilots)

by Danny Walker
Waharoa airﬁeld, a great location for model ﬂying, , alongside
full-size activity of glider tug towing and Tiger Moth circuits. The
day started just before 10am with a brieﬁng to pilots in F2B,
Sportsman and Classic aerobatics. Chris Allen started at
10:00am to begin the ﬁrst round of F2B in sunny conditions with
little cloud to shield the sun and an ever strengthening wind. A
new order was drawn for round two and while the wind caused
an issue or two for some, Kim Webby showed his class and was
rewarded with the best score of the event. Round three was a
little more drawn out to accommodate late comers Don
Robinson and Rob Wallace (delayed due to travel and other
events) but both successfully completed three rounds in the
now strengthened wind.
A good number of 8 entries in F2B, including Daniel Munro from
the SI competing with new models in both F2B and Classic and
Chris Allen competing with an ex Loren Nell electric Max Bee
showing obvious time on the handle. Two Yatsenko models
ﬂew; Kevin Barnes Electric conversion and Owen Rogers IC,
both had podium ﬁnishes. The highlight however may have to
be Kim Webby returning to Nationals competition, with a 20+
year own design model (looking and ﬂying as good as ever)
taking the title. A tribute perhaps to perseverance of trim, tuning
and, familiarity.

My Combat Experience

By Rob Wallace
Combat for me was a bit of a disaster, although the highlight was
beating Doug Palmer in my ﬁrst bout ever in FAI, F2D combat.
When I arrived for NZ slow combat, after ﬂying hand launched
glider, I was told that I had better hurry up and get on the circle
with Kevin Barnes as I had already lost one bout (which I hadn't
ﬂown cause I wasn't there.) Kevin was announced the winner of
my actual bout apparently on ground time, but I reckon I won
with a streamer cut potentially, as the string and streamer was
jammed up in my motor. I couldn't be bothered even arguing
about it and got on with having a go at F2D with my busted ﬁnger
and all.
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I am grateful for my F2F team race experience as that helped a
lot with keeping up with the speed of my F2D. I still have a lot to
learn from the gurus about signals, pitting techniques, starting
etc and have suggested to Bryce an F2D pitting clinic (maybe at
Mercer some time) for people who don't ﬂy F2D.
Doug Palmer pulled out after we all had lost one life, as he didn't
want to ﬂy son James, so Bryce pulled out as well, leaving me
and James to ﬁght it out and James won.
Unfortunately there was no control line prize giving, which is a
disappointment for someone like me who has just come second
in his ﬁrst ever F2D contest. (Although with the pull outs, it
wasn't what I would call a proper contest)

David Ackery's view of the CL events

(fresh back from deepest Australia)
Stunt day
Day 4 of the Nats is Stunt Day. I decided to take this day oﬀ from
the (distant) FF ﬁeld and ﬂy stunt.
After a break from stunt I needed to relearn how to ﬂy, luckily I
got a couple of practice sessions between Christmas and New
Year on Waikaraka Park. At the Nats we had a nice sunny day,
and some breeze that built up through the day. With two circles
back to back, the pits in between, and enough judges we could
ﬂy F2B and Sportsman at the same time. This was a good
arrangement that worked really well.
Sportsman was the usual battle. Up against better ﬂiers I
needed to work on reliability, and ﬁguring out how to ﬁnesse the
judges into giving good scores. The contenders were Dave
Thornley with his new electric proﬁle, it ﬂies well but he needs a
little more practice. Marcel LeGrand is always in the mix, but
with a huge tank on his Pathﬁnder he suﬀered overruns.
Toughest was Bryce Rackley with his ex Kevin Barnes model.
On my ﬁrst ﬂight the tank packing fell out and the motor stopped
before the overhead eight and ruined the ﬂight. Damn, that
packing has been in there for about 12 years; but I found some
bits of broken combat model and got it sorted. Bryce pulled out a
great ﬂight that scored 358 !, Now there was no room for
mistakes. Round two I got some smoother air and sneaked in
front of Bryce by just 2 points. So it would come down to the ﬁnal
ﬂight in round 3. Now mid afternoon the wind was blown harder
and holding shapes became harder, I got a reasonable ﬂight in,
but Bryce missed out the wing-over to let me slip through for the
win.

Classic was ﬂown after Sportsman and F2B, i.e. in the windiest
part of the day. For me Classic is about ﬂying the older style
models so it was good to see a real mix of models showing a lot
of character, not just a line up of NobLARFs. Roughly half were
non-ﬂapped models and these struggled in the wind including
me.
Slow Goodyear – on the grass at Waharoa
There was a really good turnout for this. A few keen racing types,
some stunt ﬂiers, some free ﬁghters and some people just out
for the day. Probably double the numbers who ﬂew at New
Plymouth. After sorting out who was going to ﬂy and who was
going to pit, not every model ﬂew, but we had enough for a good
day out. I was on my way to the FF AGM and Bryce Rackley
ask me to ﬂy, so that was tough choice, ﬂy models or attend
some boring meeting ,,,, oh well I can’t let a mate down can I ?.
The heats were mainly about sorting out and the diesels getting
a good setting so the heats times were not great, but we
managed to get a good time in right away. We got into the ﬁnal
with ﬁrst choice and took the segment at the back that we used
in both heats. But then someone went behind us which was
almost upwind. So guess I it was not that windy, or maybe ﬂying
from grass just makes the models stick to the ground more ?.
We had a slow start and lost several laps from the gun, and then
noticed that the others had picked up the pace from the heats,
(and I think we had lost a click) so there was not much
overtaking to be had. Also I was ﬂying against Andrew and
Graham, the two tallest pilots we have, so I had to work just to
keep the model in sight. All you can do is try to keep it tight, fast
and smooth (and sometimes succeeding) while doing good
stops, with no c*ckups,, and we came home in second place. So
a good session, no incidents or issues and everyone enjoyed
themselves. And I only missed half of the FF AGM.

F2B appeared to be a good battle with most of the usual
suspects. It was great to have Daniel Munroe up from Gore with
his handsome E power Legacy for F2B and a Peacemaker for
Classic.

Tiger Moth Fly past
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HELICOPTER

The last few years at the Nationals had seen a steady decline in
the attendance of Helicopter competitors and this year was
looking like a bust with no entries. I have been ﬂying helis since
I started in the hobby and then progressed on to ﬁxed wing
power and soaring. I have just recently got back into large scale
Helis and was keen to do something diﬀerent at the Nats other
than just 6 days of Soaring so I approached Jonathon Shorer
about running a fun ﬂy on the Heli event day for the Nats to see
how this would go. So I contacted Allan James from the Heli sig
and discussed the idea with him. From there we set about
running it as an event and Allan did the social media stuﬀ as I
don’t do Book Face and I also was in contact with Kevin Foote
at Hobby Hanger who promoted it as well through his site.
Well the end result was 12 pilots attending which would be the
most for a no. of years. We had a good spread of pod and boom
3D machines doing their stuﬀ as well as a good no. of large
scale machines on display. A high light for me was the Gaui
speed machine which on its last runs of the day clocked approx
225kph down the main runway.
The weather gods put on a spectacular day possibly the best
weather day at the whole Nats we had an awesome ﬂying site
at the top end of the runway with 2 ﬂight lines.
I had forgotten how important these events are so we can see
the new technology available and have well informed people
about to help others short out their problems and understand
how things work.
My wife Lesleigh put on a great lunch with hot chips salads and
a barbecue many thanks to her.

Also a big thanks to you guys who turned up you
were awesome. I am going to run the same format
at the next Nationals for Heli and see if we can
rekindle the interest.
I would like to make a special mention and thanks to
Peter Williams, Allan James, and Kevin Foote from
Hobby Hanger in Hamilton, your generosity with
your time in helping other people to set their gear up
and understand the new technology. Also Kev I’m
sorry I nearly dumped my large scale BO105 on
your head, all I could see out of my peripheral vision
was you gapping it for the fence , but somehow by
some miracle she landed clean on her skids once
the throttle hold was hit. Thanks also to Jonathon
Shorer for encouraging something diﬀerent.
In Short an awesome day thank you all

Len Drabble
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VINTAGE

The Vintage RC events at the 2017 Nationals were ﬂown at the
Waharoa Domain, and Vintage FF at Orini, about 50 kms away.
This report is about the ﬂying. The winners are presented
elsewhere in this issue, and the full results are in the January
AVANZ News.
Prior registrations were at a record level. However, the
numbers of ﬂights actually scored were reduced by the weather
conditions and those ﬂying Vintage FF events in the mornings
found it diﬃcult to travel to the Vintage RC site and then
complete all their ﬂights in the afternoons.
This Nationals was about meeting the challenges of very windy
and gusty conditions. At the Vintage RC site, the wind peaked
at well over 20kph on three of the four days. As an example,
the ﬂy-oﬀ in Vintage 1/2E Texaco was ﬂown in conditions
gusting to 35 kph. Good fun - in a way! Despite these
conditions, there were some excellent performances.
Day 1
At Vintage RC, the ﬁrst morning was rained out, and the
afternoon was overcast and gusty. Despite this, there was
excellent ﬂying in Vintage Precision, in which 18 ﬂew. In the
three-way ﬂy-oﬀ, Don Mossop was just one second oﬀ a perfect
score and prevailed by just one point from joint second-placers
John Ryan and Brian Harris. Don and Brian ﬂew Lanzo
Bombers and John a Simplex.
As a quite new class, Classical Precision was well supported
with six ﬂying. Brian Harris won with his attractive shoulderwing Humbug. In Vintage IC Duration, Rex Anderson found
good lift with his Playboy to top the ﬁeld of six ﬂyers.
At the FF Field conditions were much the same, with morning
rain and strong wind getting the better of the Vintage Power
entrants, of whom only Rex Anderson made a token ﬂight.
Catapult glider drew the largest entry of all the Vintage FF
events and eight ﬂew. Stand-out performance was the second
place by wheelchair-bound Ron Magill. These seemingly
simple gliders again proved to be most challenging.
Day 2
This was the windiest day, with gusts in the afternoon over
35kph. Vintage E Duration had an excellent entry of thirteen.
Brian Harris was the only ﬂyer to max, and it was great to see
two newcomers to Nationals competition – Stuart Hubbard and
David Squires – take second and third places, with a Cloudster
and Kerswap respectively. David had an especially good ﬁrst
Nationals because he picked up another third place next day.

Vintage 1/2E Texaco had a three-way ﬂy-oﬀ that was ﬂown in
very windy and gusty conditions – a real challenge for models
weighing around 12oz. Rex Anderson’s Tomboy had ﬂown well
in the rounds but could not cope with the stronger gusts. Wayne
Cartwright’s Arrow Nut won by a few seconds over Keith Trillo’s
Stardust Special.
FF Nostalgia Power was between the Dixielanders of Peter
Wilson and Bryce Gibson. A third Dixielander entry never had
time to ﬂy as Bernard Scott was away on a 3-hour retrieve of his
Thermalist vintage glider which, in Open Glider, had caught a
big thermal and refused to come down despite the
dethermaliser operating at three minutes. With the aid of GPS
and a radio tracker, the model was eventually located after an 8
kilometre trek over three farms.
Day 3
It was ironic that this day, which had by far the best conditions,
had only two Vintage RC events. John Butcher needed only two
ﬂights to win A Texaco, both with the PAW .19 running for over 10
minutes. Rex Anderson ﬂew consistently for second and David
Squires was third.
In Vintage E Texaco, Rex Anderson used the climb-high
approach with his Kerswap to take ﬁrst. Keith Trillo used a longcruise approach to take second and it was good to see Doug
Baunton in third place with his PB 2.
In Vintage Glider, David Ackery made the ﬁrst maximum of the
Nationals using a 1950 Cumulus. David’s winning total of just
360 evidenced the diﬃcult conditions. John Butcher, the
eventual winner of the Vintage Champion award, struggled to
get his small Skyroamer, a Bruce Keegan design from 1937, to
the top of the line in the gusty conditions.

Top:
Ignition Trophy winner
Bryan Treloer with
McCoy 49 in Red Zephyr
Bottom:
Ron Magill launching
vintage catapult glider
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Small Nostalgia / Vintage Power is a class that enables small
power models from both age categories to be ﬂown together on
an equal footing. Rex Anderson’s miniature replica of the
popular Stratostreak design, powered by a Cox TD.020,
bested other larger entries, though again, the winning total was
less than would have been expected in better conditions.
Day 4
The ﬁnal day of Vintage RC ﬂying was again very windy. The
three people in the ﬂy-oﬀ for Vintage E Rubber Texaco faced
tough conditions with these very light models. John Butcher
won (Gollywock), with Keith Trillo second (Yonder) and Wayne
Cartwright third (Lanzo D Stick). All three commented that their
times were about half what they would expect in calm
conditions.
In Classical E Duration Don Mossop (Texan FAI-ton) won
convincingly with three maxes. Although his Humbug gained
great height under power, Brian Harris maxed only one ﬂight.
John Warner (Eliminator) was third.
Both Nostalgia Rubber and Nos/Classic Glider failed to make
the minimum entry, a blow for Bill McGarvey who, in the ﬁrst of
these events, had made the second and third maximums of the
Nationals. Disappointment also for Moira Vincent, the only ﬂier
in the Glider event.
Day 5
The last day’s programme was deliberately kept light with
Precision the only Vintage FF event. The age bonus system
usually gives designs from the start of the Vintage period an
unassailable lead, but this year all four ﬂiers used designs from
the end of the Vintage period. Three gained no age bonus at all
and the fourth just one point, so it was all down to the ﬂying
which was very close with scores of 128, 132, 135 and 139.
With his Lulu glider, John Butcher went against the trend of
using a diesel powered model. Two Tomboys and a KK Pirate
were the other weapons of choice. Bernard Scott’s Tomboy
was a last minute substitute for his well-proven Shadow which
had been lost in a maize crop a few days before the Nationals.
For both Vintage RC and FF, these Nationals were a test of
character as well as ﬂying skill.
Special Honours
The following Vintage people achieved special honours at the
Nationals:
Vintage Championship
This award is calculated from scores attained in all Vintage
events – RC and FF
1.
John Butcher
67.5
2.
Rex Anderson
53
3.
Brian Harris
34.5
Champion Modeller
This award is calculated from scores across all categories.
Rex Anderson took ﬁrst place (87 points) and John Butcher
third place (81.5points). Both ﬂew FF events as well as
Vintage.
Ignition Trophy
This trophy is awarded to the contestant scoring most points
with models that are powered by ignition motors. Only one ﬂew
at these Nationals – Bryan Treloar with a McCoy 49 in a Red
Zephyr in Vintage Precision. Hence, the trophy is awarded to
Bryan.

tt
Bernard Sco
right
Wayne Cartw
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Top to bottom:
Vintage Precision winner Don Mossop with Lanzo Bomber and timer
David Squires
Tony Christianson and helper on the way to ﬂy Vintage IC Duration with
Playboy
Vintage E Rubber ﬂy-oﬀ Keith Trillo (2), John Butcher (1) and Wayne
Cartwright (3)
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PYLON
Another successful Waharoa Pylon
Nationals has come and gone in perfect
conditions at a perfect ﬂying site. A big
thank you goes out to the Briggs family
and their team for organising the site
and putting it all together.
A record entry this time with over 40 entries equalling over 200
individual race scores and 70+ races. The team of helpers we
had resulted in a very smooth ﬂowing event, this was easily
achieved in the well supported classes but came a bit unstuck
with the low entry classes, a slight change of direction in this
area should see a better event next time. All in all it was a very
satisfying event for me as CD.
With the new F3T class introduced to replace the old
Intermediate class we had once again some very good support
for a high speed, high action class, we will deﬁnitely be
supporting this class going into the future. The Q500 Sport
class was once again the most popular with 12 entries followed
by Q500 Expert with 9. Both Q500 classes produced some
excellent racing with the New Zealand record being broken in
the Expert class twice, eventually going to Frazer Briggs once
again at 1min 13.19sec. (73.19). Stephen Collins also broke
the record in his last round with a 73.31, unfortunately for
Stephen this only lasted for about 10 minutes as Frazer’s
record time was in the next race.
Another NZ record in the F3D FAI class for Tom Wetherill and
the ﬁrst ever sub 1 minute time in NZ of 59.50 seconds. Tom
and his caller Bruce DeChastel will be representing NZ at the
next F3D World Champs in Sweden in June this year, we are
sure they will do well with some encouraging speed witnessed
here at our Nationals.
Both electric classes were ﬂown this year due to having
enough entries to support an oﬃcial result, resulting in the full
six classes supported.
It was great to see Tom Wetherill over from Melbourne once
again along with Bruce and Linda DeChastel from
Queensland, Linda with her ﬁst ever trip to NZ and Bruce the
ﬁrst time since 1986. It was great to catch up with you all along
with an excellent social occasion. Also not to mention Les King
from Christchurch making the 2 day trip and very busy ﬂying
every class except F3T, his pit area looked like the NZ history
of pylon!!
Preliminary reports are that the next Nationals will be held at
Carterton in January 2018 so we should all be looking forward
to that event now and getting some racing in over the next few
months before winter.
So if you missed this year’s Nats.,
you missed a great event.
Our next meeting is at the
JR Airsail site on Feb 26th.
Until then, take care

John Danks
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SOARING
Planning was underway with a full week
of soaring on the calendar with one
electric day planned and all disciplines
covered. With lots of packing and
loading all the gear on board F3b and all
timing gear – printers / computers / cooking utensils and of
course all our toy planes with associated things 6 transmitters 6
chargers 3 car batteries and a little beer. We travelled for four
hours to arrive at the HQ in Waharoa to meet ﬁrstly with the Nats
organiser and MFNZ president – Jonathon Shorer to help with
requirements, Jill and Jonathon had been there a night already
to get the HQ set up for 170 odd contestants for the week.
People started to arrive and all the soaring guys were planning
the ﬁrst day of Premier Duration a little late starting the next day
due to drizzle and a low cloud ceiling but we managed a great
day with some really hard slots and most arriving to work hard to
get our ten minute ﬂights. The soaring ﬁeld had been organized
by Bill Derenzy and Mike Briggs which was a great eﬀort as our
usual ﬁeld was in crop. The following day was F3j and with the
forecast looking marginal. Joe did his usual tiresome work and
put together a computerized pilot draw and we started after
assembling our large thermal models with a building breeze.
We all started the competition and it was really hard to achieve
the ten odd minute target with Joe being the only one to get
close to this. After the ﬁrst round the wind speed had climbed to
a very marginal cross wind launching and landing conditions so
we all agreed to put things on hold for a while. The F3J
competition day ended up being cancelled due to the strong
turbulence and high wind. Better to put it away and play another
day than to break your planes! A few of the pilots put in a few
ﬂights after the cancellation, providing a practical
demonstration of the rationale for the cancellation.
The next day was perfect and it was our “electric day” ALES200
ﬁrst and many used Radians in this competition and did very
well against the high tech F5J models with good strong entries
for the half day competition. The afternoon was a combined
Radian and F5J competition in separate groups which worked
very well having only four in F5J meant we could get 4 rounds in
and have timers from the Radian event which comprised of 22
odd entries and lots of fun with some competitors from other
disciplines there. After the ﬂying had ﬁnished Kev, DJ and Joe
measured out the ﬁeld and set up the sighting devices for the
next days event, F3B. After returning to camp, we had an
impromptu Radian mass launch before Aggie at the main ﬁeld
that night which was awesome some 20 odd Radians climbing
out to the 200 metre height although a few miss calculated this
measurement and probably ended up at 400 metres! Before the
end of the motor run. Like usual Joe was the guy to watch but he

Chris Kaiser with his Electric Maxa

Contestants
Contestants in
in the
the popular
popular ALES
ALES Radian
Radian class
class

ended up so far away to get back to the ﬁeld a motor start was
required to bring the plane back within walking distance. A great
social night with a HQ barbecue and Aggie with a few DLGs and
other disciplines all popping on a show.
The day for the premium soaring event F3B was scheduled next
and we had sorted the course the night before so setup was
quite quick in the morning and we were into it. We managed
three complete rounds for the day with wind building in the
afternoon and hot conditions with the course very tight on a
small ﬁeld we got some fantastic soaring in and some great
speed runs with Joe setting a new NZ record of 14.51 seconds!
A huge thanks to the Warner family and Ernst Klein for helping
us on course work and the huge eﬀort from the younger Warners
with winch line retrieval for this event. Everyone's eﬀorts were
quite appreciated! It was a bit of an eﬀort to rack oﬀ three
rounds, and with the Warners and Ernsts help we got ‘er done.
LES 200 contestants with models from Maxa's to Radians
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The ﬁnal day for soaring was F3k (discus hand launch) and we
held this on the main runway which was a really nice arena for
grass length and ankle stability. The conditions were very shifty
with lots of gear changing required to get the best of the
conditions. We managed 6 rounds and needed to complete
before 2:00pm. With a few new people involved we stopped at
the start of each round to explain the task and help people
along. It was again a perfect day with our timing board
providing the time and audio for the event which made for a
very smooth running event.
A great Nats was ﬁnished by a quick soaring prize giving with
Jonathon Shorer and David James presenting the results and
trophies for the weeks soaring. A big thanks to Bill Derenzy &
Mike Briggs – sorting ﬁeld location
Warner family – helping all the time!
Ernst Klein – helping out on F3B day
Joe Wurts – computer draws, score entry & results
Kevin Botherway – co-ordination and running of comps

F3K
F3K contestants
contestants -- looks
looks like
like aa Snipe
Snipe fest.
fest.

Contestants
Contestants in
in the
the popular
popular ALES
ALES Radian
Radian class
class

F3B
F3B pilots
pilots lineup
lineup

PALMERSTON NORTH AERONEERS
Model Aeroplane
Flying Display

WHEN

Sunday 26th March 2017
10am to 4pm

WHERE

199 Spur Road West,
Colyton

On Taonui Rd, drive north right through Colyton
then take the ﬁrst left onto Spur Road West.
Then all the way to the end or the sealed road.
Then turn left into farm gate. Watch for the
Aeroplane signs!

FEATURING - Many types of radio controlled
aircraft. Warbirds, Gliders, Jets, Combat Wings,
Fast props, Foam, Balsa, Vintage, Scale aircraft of
many types
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ALL AGES
EVENT
ENTRY FEE
AT THE
GATE

$5 per car

PARKING

Plenty of parking in the
farm paddock
Wear farm shoes
Bring a sun hat and
sun screen!
BBQ Sausages etc.
DRINKS 4 SALE
Alchemy Coﬀee
available

WWW.AERONEERS.COM
Model Flying World

30cc

On Floats
Garry Weaver

Introduction
Some readers may recall the article I wrote for
Model Flying World last year on the Blackhorse
120 Ryan STA. For those who don’t, let me
introduce myself again. I am an avid modeller
and since meeting Steve at FirebrandAeroRC,
in my retirement I have become a professional
model builder for Firebrand clients (and a ﬁxer of
re-kited planes!).
A customer with a waterfront property recently decided his
hangar was missing the obvious – a ﬂoat plane! After looking at
the various options he decided on the Great Planes 30cc
Avistar, and because he wanted a “turn-key” solution Firebrand
commissioned me to undertake the build. Having had no
previous ﬂoat plane experience I was enthusiastic to be
involved.
The owner’s property is a seaside, not lakeside so the project
spec’s included extra rust inhabitation work. Flying oﬀ salt
water is a very harsh environment. The customer understood
this and in reality only time will tell how eﬀective the rust
inhabitation work I have undertaken will prove to be, but I am
quietly conﬁdent on the proviso care is taken in washing down
the model with “Salt Away” and external moving metallic parts
are kept well-greased.
A better solution is of course to replace steel hardware with
stainless, carbon and plastic components, but obviously cost
and build time increase.
The owner wanted a sporty sort of model, and with its semisymmetrical aerofoil and modest dihedral the Avistar is ideal.
It’s a big model with a span of 90.5”, and with the ﬂoats attached
it looks impressive.
Not upsetting the neighbours with noise was also an important
consideration for the owner, so he elected to go electric power.
The model is designed speciﬁcally for the Rimﬁre 160 motor as
an electric option. This is the second Rimﬁre 160 installation I
have done for a Firebrand customer. I am no expert on electrics
but the Rimﬁre certainly looks to be a very nice motor with a
quality alloy spinner, and Xoar prop the set up oozes quality!
The ARF
The Great Planes Avistar is well packaged with the parts clearly
identiﬁed. The manual is easy to follow and if you take your time
you can’t go wrong. The build quality is excellent, and the
Monokote covering is done to a very high standard. The decals
are good quality and look really sharp. The motor box (for
electric set ups) requires assembly, but the parts are beautifully
cut and the ﬁt is ﬁrst class. All ﬂying surfaces are pre-hinged,
which saves a job and helps enable a fast build time.
While this build was as a ﬂoat plane, for those ﬂying oﬀ land a
tail dragger set up comes standard, and there is a trike
undercarriage option. Everything is pre-drilled as required, with
blind nuts pre-set. It all lines up and ﬁts together perfectly. For
obvious reasons Firebrand provided waterproof servo’s to be
installed throughout!
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The Float Set
Great Planes designed and built the ﬂoat option to bolt straight
onto the Avistar. and again, all the ﬁxing cap screws lined up with
no fuss, in fact the only time I recall using my drill in the build was
to install the electric motor box.
A rudder servo is installed in each ﬂoat…again waterproof! I
took a lot of care to ensure every screw, bolt and nut was well
sealed with silicon, along with all hatches. The owner will apply
Soft Seal to all metal components, and marine grease to rudder
mechanisms, clevis’s etc. In my opinion the ﬂoat set is
outstanding in quality & presentation.
Summary
The Great Planes 30cc Avistar is a super looking model,
especially on ﬂoats. I have assembled a lot of ARF’s for
customers in the last 12 months, and I have to say I was
impressed with the Avistar. It’s a ﬁne kit. Overall, on a scale of 1
to 5 (where 5 is outstanding) I would summerise as follows:
ARF Quality
4.0
Hardware
4.0
Ease of Build
5.0
Overall
4.5
Covering/Finish 5.0
At the time of writing, the maiden ﬂight is yet to be undertaken,
but I am very conﬁdent the Avistar will be a stunning performer!
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Free Flight
POWER
DURATION
Rex Bain
The origins of the Power Duration model date back to the late 1930’s when
reliable I.C. motors became freely available. The USA led the way and by
1941 the basic layout of the models we ﬂy today had been established. After
the war aeromodelling began again in earnest and the manufacture of small
model engines took oﬀ all over the world. They became increasingly lighter
and more powerful and were used in all types of Free Flight and Control Line
models.
For many the idea of ﬁtting ever more powerful engines into light F/F airframes
became a challenging activity. The object was to get a model as high as
possible during its limited engine run and then have it glide for as long as
possible. Learning to adjust a model to do both of these ﬂight phases well has
led to the development of systems to change the incidence of ﬂying surfaces
and rudder tabs to have diﬀerent settings for the power phase and the glide
phase during ﬂight. Pressure fed motors have became common to ensure that
motors do not falter in an enthusiastic launch.
Continued development in the last ﬁfty years has culminated in the superb
F1C designs ﬂown today in international competition. But there many types
and sizes of power duration model that are easy to build and ﬂy and our recent
Nationals program had eight events for diﬀerent classes. Most NZ models are
of moderate size, straight forward design and relatively gadget-free; well
within the scope of the average enthusiastic aeromodeller.
For example Open Power is one of our original classes which initially was
allocated a 20 second engine run; this eventually was reduced to 10 seconds
where it has remained for many years. A ﬂight time of 3 minutes is the object
and the aggregate of three ﬂights determines the results.
Building a light, strong structure that can withstand the ﬂight forces and ﬁtting
it with a powerful engine with a timer to determine the engine run is always a
challenge. Correct adjustments ( trimming ) on the ﬂying ﬁeld is the key to
success as there is no R/C to rescue the model from an incorrect set up.
Hundreds of plans of Power Duration designs are available and there are kits
manufactured in the USA. Timers and other ﬁttings are available from
specialist suppliers in the UK and USA but unfortunately there are no R.T.F
models for the classes we ﬂy in NZ. Articles on trimming are available as is
local help to assist with the selection of a design and to get the model ﬂying
well so why not give one a try ?
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What’s on my
workbench?
Jonathan Shorer

Putting together the balsawood parts took most of the morning
and I had thought that covering and the equipment would be
done in the afternoon. But ﬁnishing oﬀ the fuselage took longer
than I thought and I mucked up my time management by going
outside to mow the lawns. In the end, covering took place on the

Having just got back from the
Nationals, I’ve seen some of the
most beautiful creations in
composites of resin and exotic
materials as well as featherlight constructions in balsa and tissue. There is a special
satisfaction in building something that than ﬂies and particularly if it goes well. Over the
Christmas period, I took a break from bringing together the Nats management and
decided to try to build a plane in a day. Now for those used to taking some pre-shaped
foam out of a box and ﬁtting a battery, this may not seem like much of a challenge, but I
wanted to go the traditional route and use balsa and ply.
As a schoolboy, my ﬁrst radio controlled aeroplane was a design called Sharkface by
Eric Clutton. It appeared in a magazine as a free plan and suited my needs well. The
plan was for a span of 22 inches and powered by a Cox .049 glow engine. It was to be
equipped with my Macgregor Terrytone single channel radio gear and controlled by an
Elmic conquest escapement. This device was a relay which was activated by the
receiver and used the power of a long, twisted rubber band to deﬂect the rudder. It
worked in a sequence, so the ﬁrst press of the transmitter button gave left and the next
right. If you wanted to turn right, you had a quick ﬂick of left to get through ﬁrst. By
holding the control on for a while, the turn would become a spiral dive and then on
releasing, the excess speed would allow the plane to zoom climb. If you could time this
so that the zoom was into wind, a loop would be the result. Some of this gear may
sound strange to those not familiar with what was available and aﬀordable in the
1960’s so a bit more of a description is called for. Some people refer to this period, or
perhaps the 50’s & 60’s as the “golden age of aeromodelling”. There are some great
designs from that time, but, by today’s standards, the equipment was primitive and
expensive. I bought my transmitter and receiver second hand and paid ten pounds for
it. For comparison, working on a farm as a 16 year old during the summer holidays I
earned ﬁve pounds for a 60 hour week.The radio control gave me full left rudder or full
right rudder for as long as I dared to hold in the button and the
ﬂights lasted as long as the fuel in the tank or the crash,
whichever came ﬁrst. Glow starting was achieved with a dry
battery which was quite a chunky thing sold for radios and fuel
came in half pint cans sold by Kiel Kraft. Building was quite a bit
diﬀerent too. It was generally accepted that the way to cut balsa
was with a broken in half blade from Dads’ wet razor and pins
were “borrowed” from Mums’ dressmaking box. Glue was
mostly balsa cement and a strong joint was made by “double
gluing” which meant applying glue to both sides, leaving it to dry
and then applying more glue before bringing the two pieces
together. Epoxy glue was available in little tubes but only in the
24 hour setting variety. The wonders of 5 minute epoxy and
Top left:
cyanoacrylate were yet to come. I had a lot of fun but didn’t I made a kit of parts in advance of the build day. I had intended to build
actually do much ﬂying and often took the bits home in a carrier using cyano but in the end used only aliphatic and epoxy.
bag.
I did enjoy building and ﬂying the Sharkface and pictures of
more recently constructed models of it often feature in today’s
magazines. So, I decided that it was the plane to build, but a
modern version. I’ve enlarged the plans to 150% giving me a
span of 33 inches. Decided to ﬁt 4 channel radio, taken out the
wing dihedral, made the fuselage slimmer and ﬁtted an electric
motor. Not quite identical to my model of 50 years ago but still
something that Eric Clutton would recognise as coming from
his pen.
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Top to bottom:
A nice bright scheme to aid visibility. “Sharkface” applied with vinyl and
test ﬂown.
Oﬀ to a great start, the wing ribs kept vertical with tabs made by SLEC.
The fuselage has the formers ﬁtted to one side and the servo plate is
having strengthening bits glued.
Wing servos ﬁtted and the fuselage in the jig to avoid building a banana.
Time for some lunch.
Fuselage out of the jig and the bottom sheeting ﬁtted.
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following day and then I installed the gear and set it up so that
the test ﬂight could take place at the end of day 2.
Still, it ﬂies exceptionally well and much better than my ﬁrst
attempt as a teenager. Power is more than adequate as the
plane weighs 1 ½ pounds and the motor develops 325 watts.
Vertical climbing is not a problem and a 3 cell 2200mah
provides enough urge for a good amount of ﬂying time.
Having cleared the Sharkface oﬀ the bench, what’s next?
Several small jobs are underway. I’ve repaired the wing mount
on the Free Flight Ebeneezer that I ﬂew at the Nationals, recovered my night ﬂying Hitman wing and installed the radio into
an ESky electric helicopter. Having put a 25cc petrol in my
quarter scale Cub, that needs a couple more tanks of fuel
through it before ﬂight testing and I have a Hangar Rat kit to
build as well as another Jumpin Bean kit ready for the Vintage
Champs at Levin in March. What a diverse hobby! For me, this
is the golden age of aeromodelling. It has never been easier to
get ﬂying, more aﬀordable to buy reliable gear and so rich in
opportunity to try lots of diﬀerent aspects. If only there were
more hours in every day.
Top to bottom:
Assembled, and time to take a break again for a cup of tea. But then
distracted by lawn mowing so no more building today.
A new day and a start to covering.
Covering completed.

GIRLS
Well a new year is upon us and already
speeding by.
We had an interesting December. Hubby
had another big spinal operation and
whilst it seems to have gone very well
(got good use back in his leg) we are still
taking it easy and building up to where he
can put in a full day on the ﬂying ﬁeld.
January saw the Nationals go oﬀ without a hitch and seemed to
be enjoyed by all. We stayed home and rested and relaxed
(and mended!).
As such I have no “ﬂying” news but to my great (yes GREAT)
excitement the big shed out the back is being built. The
Grandson (who is amazing) is home for holidays and works like
a beaver. So with help from friends and neighbours things are
happening,
My joy is related to all things “plane”. I will now have a shed for
my goodies. I got a small one two years ago but there was a
hostile takeover by MFNZ stuﬀ and war was put oﬀ till we could
all regroup. Now I will give that small ground and claim the big
shed for garden, tools, paint etc. I have decided there will be a
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strict policy. If you do not have a signed note in triplicate form ME
then you will not be allowed in this shed or not be allowed to take
any item out. Hmm I wonder if that will keep it tidy!
Which means Hubby will get soo.... much room back in the
Modelling shed. It will suddenly become a) tidy, b) able to be got
in and out of and c) fun for him to go in and create stuﬀ.
So in conclusion, there will be more happy people, more
modelling done and an unbelievable set of tidy sheds at our
place.

Steph
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How to chase
Free Flight
Models

Flying Free Flight is a challenging form of model ﬂying, and not
many people are up to it. They just ﬁnd it too hard, but some
people relish the challenge and face it head on. One of the
basic things you need to master is how to chase Free Flight
models and bring them back, this is also known as retrieving.
So I want to talk about how to do this, and to do it successfully.
With FF the objective it to put the model in a thermal and set it
oﬀ to ﬂy high and far. They can go a long way, and every time
you ﬂy a FF models there is a risk that it can be lost, so we need
to acknowledge and accept this from the beginning. It is easy to
lose FF models, and the most common way for this to happen is
for the ﬂier to take their eye oﬀ it, stop watching it for a moment,
and then they don’t know where it landed. They will then go oﬀ
looking in a general area rather than an exact position. Wrong
!!. When you put up a ﬂight don’t rush oﬀ after it, that is the
easiest way to lose it, stay still and watch the ﬂight from the
launch point. It is most important for the ﬂier to watch the model
with intent for the whole ﬂight, do not get casual about this, you
need to focus and work hard at this, don’t slack oﬀ.
And the most important part of this is the last 10 seconds of the
ﬂight when it comes back to earth and lands. You then need to
mark the position in your mind very accurately. This position is
called ‘the line’. This is the line you will walk to get to the model.
This is a simple method but it is remarkably successful if done
properly. If you have a good line on the model, and then walk
that line with focus and precision you will almost step on the
model even if it is several km out.
So how to do this ?. You need binoculars. I use 10x50 with a
wide angle (wide ﬁeld of view), this size will give good
performance without being too big and heavy to hold. Before
use check the focus by looking at some distant object. Looking
through the binoculars you will see the model land, and behind
will be some features or landmarks, perhaps distant trees,
buildings, hills etc. (Don’t use moveable objects like cows or
clouds.) These things are your line. Look hard, don’t get casual.
You need to be able to translate what you see through the
magniﬁed lens to the general view you get when you raise the
binoculars. Then look behind you. What are the landmarks on
the reverse of your line ?, this is you back bearing. Note where
you are standing on the ﬁeld. You will need this back bearing to
stay on your line when you head oﬀ downwind. Then ask the
timekeeper what was the time of the ﬂight to the ground. The
time will give you an idea of the distance. If your last ﬂight was 2
minutes and went 2 paddocks, then if your next ﬂight is 3
minutes you know to look for it further out. Then you may start to
retrieve the model by walking the line.
Take the binoculars and start walking. Check frequently that
you are on the line, looking both forwards and back. If you get
forced oﬀ the line by some feature, a stream, fence, trees etc,
then you must come back to the line immediately. If you get lazy
and omit to do this you will be wasting your time. As you move
downwind the landscape and the features will change, note this
but don’t get put oﬀ by it. Stick to your line and keep going.
When you are approaching the distance where you expect the
model to be you can start to look harder for it. Use the
binoculars to search. They are not just for watching models in
the air, but are very powerful for searching paddocks as well.
Sometimes the ﬁeld will have long grass, or undulations and
dips, the model can hide down in these and only be seen from
certain directions, so it will help to do 360’ sweeps with the
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binoculars. Use any higher ground for these sweeps, it will
signiﬁcantly enhance the eﬀectiveness.
Find the model and bring it back to do it again.
If not successful the ﬁrst time you may need to come back to the
start point, reconﬁrm the line, and repeat the whole process.
This takes a bit more time, but much less that building a new
model.
OK that is the basic method. How can we reﬁne and improve it ?.
1) The ﬂier has the binoculars because he/she needs to see the
line to retrieve. So these do not get lent to the timekeeper.
There needs to be another set of binos for the timekeeper.
2) Compass. Get a compass from an outdoor shop and learn
how to use it. Take a bearing on your line and follow it with
the compass. Have an OS map of the ﬁeld so you can
understand the terrain, features and distances. With the
compass overlay your bearing on the map.
3) Model colour scheme. A good colour scheme on the model
will enhance visibility both in the air and on the ground.
Conversely poor colour choices will make it much harder to
see. So what is bad ?, pale washed out pastel colours are
terrible. White tissue or white polyspan are almost cloud
coloured and will have the timekeeper struggling to see the
model. You need bold solid colours in big blocks next to other
colours that that they strongly contrast with. Don’t get too
small and fussy, you just will not see it more than few meters
away. At a distance, against the sky, models become just
black dots, so there is a case to use lots of black on the
bottom. Dazzle colours show well and are very helpful on the
ground, use these on the tips, and ﬁn.
4) Don’t fail, ie don’t have a DT failure. The whole system
needs to be totally reliable, if any part of the system it is
dodgy don’t take the risk, ﬁx it and don’t ﬂy until it is 100%.
5) Communications. If you have a ﬂying partner / ﬂying buddy
who you work with then being able to communicate with
them over the ﬁeld is a big help. Get a set a UHF PRS
radios, these are not expensive and will keep you in touch all
day over many km.
More ? . Those are the basics techniques, and if you do them
properly they will get you the right result 95% of the time. More
advanced techniques would include team grid searches, and
tracking a line through high crops such as corn or sun ﬂowers.
You could add a hand held GPS, or if you have a moderately
smart phone then Google maps will show where you are, and
where you want to go. The next step up is a tracking system, and
this is a great enhancement but it requires a bit more investment
and is a full subject on its own so I cannot cover that here. So get
those binos ﬁrst and practice using them.
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Planet Hobby
120FS

Chris Miller

I guess the easiest place to begin, is at the start. My
name is Chris and I have been involved with model
aircraft on and oﬀ since I was about 5 years old. In round
numbers, that’s over 40 years. Not continuous I might
add but I didn’t ever sell my gear in the absent times so
have two and four stroke glow as well as petrol and all
manner of brands of engine such as OS, ASP, Enya,
K&B, Saito and some Canadian thing I haven’t quite
ﬁgured out.
With a bit of a passion for some of the older
designed radio aircraft, I was recently fortunate to
pick up a beautifully built Great Planes Ultrasport
1000. For those that don’t know this aircraft, it is a
2 metre pattern ship style plane. The downloaded
instructions suggested several engines, including
an OS 120 Surpass Supercharged or Surpass II.
With not too many of those still in circulation I felt
that a modern 1.20 cu in four stroke should do the
trick and set about looking at an ASP FS120. A
good all round sports engine and pretty much a
copy of the old Surpass.
It was at this point that I noticed the Planet
Hobbies FS120AR as oﬀered by
FirebrandAeroRC in New Zealand. The price was
marginally less than the landed cost of the leading
Asian mail order company we all know, and of course the local
product came with the added beneﬁt of local backup.
The value of local support should not be underestimated,
although I have not needed it with this engine.
They stock four Planet Hobby engines – the FS61, FS80,
FS120 & Fs180. The engine I purchased was ex stock so
arrived in a couple of days. After eagerly opening the green and
blue box it became apparent that this too was a Surpass clone.
Either way, if it hadn’t had the large letters PH on the side, I
would have taken it for an ASP. Investigation would reveal that
the part numbers on the instruction sheet are the same as ASP.
It could be that these engines come out of the same factory as
ASP?
The instructions turned out to be a little diﬃcult, due mostly to
my inability to read or speak German! There were no English
instructions included however a quick look at the
FirebrandAeroRC web site soon revealed an appropriate set of
instructions. They have been written by the local supplier to
support their product and provide all the relevant information.
The Ultrasport had been designed with DuBro anti vibration
mounts so it was simply a case of ﬁtting the new engine in
place.
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With the engine in place, the aircraft checked and ready to ﬂy,
and me eager to take to the sky, the weather turned ugly.
Undeterred, I took the Ultrasport out to the ﬁeld for the run in
process conﬁdent that not too many other brave souls would be
there to be annoyed at the engine running on the ground for long
stretches of time. Just as well as the 12 Oz tank kept the 1.20
running through the rev range for over 40 minutes at a stretch.
Start-up was easy. Apply choke, draw through the fuel, apply
glow driver and ﬂick start with a chicken stick. The engine ﬁred
and ran ﬁrst time, all be it backwards. A slight main needle
adjustment and electric start had the engine running in the right
direction and sounding great.
No adjustment was required to the low end mixture and the run
in process was completed easily.
A week passed and the weather returned to normal the following
week end. I am now very pleased to say that the Ultrasport and
Planet Hobby FS120 have now completed over 12 ﬂights with
no hassles. The engine happily starts from a ﬂick with the
chicken stick and I still have not needed to adjust the low end
mixture on the carb.
It is my conclusion that if you require a sport class motor, a four
stroke Planet Hobby FS120 is a great choice. If you like ASP
engines then you will be happy with this one too.
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GALATEA AEROTOW

11th - 14th November 2016

Bill DeRenzy

Left:
1/3 scale Piper Pawnee
Below:
Ken Rose’s Schweizer Tg2
Ka8b & Ventus 2cxa

I had a call early in the year from Mike Briggs who suggested
that he had found a place which might be suitable for aero tow
and that I should come and have a look.
Galatea – Where is that? About 70 Km south-east of Rotorua,
and it can be accessed from the south through the Kaingaroa
forest and Murapara, from the north travel from Tauranga to
Matata, Kawerau, Te Teko and head south towards Murapara
about one and three quarters of an hour drive from Tauranga.
The Whakatane District Council owned airstrip and facilities are
leased to the Galatea Microlight Club. The site includes a one
kilometre long runway, a hangar to store models in overnight,
clubhouse, toilets, kitchen and shower. People started to arrive
on Friday and with the use of a ride on mower a 200mtr strip
was mown for ﬂying and suitable for even quite small wheels.
A NOTAM had been arranged for the anticipated four days of
ﬂying - some ﬂying was done on Friday but the weather by midafternoon was deteriorating. Travellers from all parts of the
country were arriving and setting up camp sites - good
company in the clubhouse till the barbeques were ﬁred up.
Friday night the forecast rain hit with 40mm being received on
the ﬁeld all campers fared well except Ted Bealing who opted
for the clubhouse at 5.00am and a wet tent. Saturday dawned
with cloud down on the deck! Even DLGs had to wait for it to
start lifting. About midday, one of our tow pilots Dominic
Sharland had squeezed his way up the valley in a Cessna after
ﬂying from Auckland. As the cloud lifted to the top of the valley
sides, models were being prepared and soon, Dom and his
dad, Rob Johnston had their trusty 1/3 scale Piper Cub working
hard. Several tows were done until a heavy shower midafternoon chased everyone inside. A couple of the wellington
guys headed for the nearby river to catch dinner, returning later
with stories of trout and releasing what they did not need. So –
more conviviality and barbeques.
Sunday dawned ﬁne and clear. Stu Ward and son Hamish were
prompt to prepare their green and yellow – Greenlea tug,
followed by three 1/3rd scale Piper Pawnees. (They are
beautiful.) Obviously, there was plenty of ‘tugging power’
available and there were tow planes that were not required and
stayed in vehicles. As the morning warmed, thermals
produced some good height and long ﬂights as more and more
scale sailplanes, large and small, emerged. There was a great
variety of types :- from single seaters Slingsby Dart and Petrel,
too three KA8B’s, two seat trainers - Blanik and a large military
Schweizer TG2 and an ASK21, to long, slim, super sailplanes
(Rob’s 1/3 green Antares) , an aerobatic Fox and Austria Ku4,
ASK18, Discus and Ventus aircraft A very special vote of
thanks to the tug pilots – Dominic Sharland, Jim Hamill and
Tony Whithey especially to Dominic who has been the
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backbone of North Island tow events for some years. Thanks
Dom. We do appreciate your help.
Many pilots headed home on Sunday afternoon but we had a
number staying over on Sunday night. Monday morning was
simply stunning with Ted Bealing starting the day out ﬂying his
hand launch at 6.30am. Towing started after breakfast and
continued through lunch time when we entertained the Galatea
school children with explanations of the aircraft and how they
ﬂew. We had many questions and then we gave them multiple
towing displays with aerobatics and high speed low passes from
Rob Johnston and his Antares. Jim Hamill gave a topdressing
display with his Pawnee and lots of excitement from the school
pupils with the smoke then he topped oﬀ the excitement with a
landing roll shedding a tyre on his Pawnee – the children thought
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it was great but it could well have ended badly with Jimmy
tipping his Pawnee over and damaging it. All was well and we
ended the weekend’s ﬂying a little after one o’clock on Monday,
tidied up the facilities and headed home about 2.30pm.
A great weekend of ﬂying and camaraderie was had by all, it
was a great site with 27 pilots registered for the weekend –
most bringing more than two models making a great sight. The
only full size traﬃc to come anywhere near us was a gyrocopter
that dropped in early Sunday to pick someone up returning
later in the day to spend time watching the ﬂying and an aircraft
calling overhead and passing through at 4000 ft. we had the
whole facility to ourselves. It was nice to see some new faces

with keen interest in aero tow and the relaxed awareness of our
desired hobby.
Grant Findlay has put a short video of the weekend on YouTube
https://youtu.be/Tli18VDz99A
And a selection of photos taken mostly by Aneil Patel
http://goo.gl/photos/TKuPT8pVhH2ncYB9
Are we going to go there again – yes we are. See you there next
time.

Galatea School children on a ‘ﬁeld trip’

Aerobatic Talk
Andrew Palmer

The aerobatics SIG (also known as the New Zealand Radio
Control Aerobatics Association – NZRCAA) looks after and
promotes both pattern (precision aerobatics) and IMAC (scale
aerobatics) in New Zealand. While both involve ﬂying
aerobatics, the schedules and type of model required to ﬂy at a
top level are quite diﬀerent. Pattern requires models of less
than 2 meters wingspan and length, weighing less than 5kg.
These typically do not look like full size aircraft, with the designs
optimized over the years to perform the maneuvers required
with great precision. IMAC on the other hand is best ﬂown with
a larger model, which must resemble a full size aerobatic
aircraft – except for basic (the introductory class) where any
model goes!
There are three pattern classes ﬂown in NZ. Sportsman is for
those starting out (a 40 size low wing model is ideal) - this is
ﬂown to a local set of New Zealand rules. Then you can
progress to advanced and F3A which are ﬂown to an
international set of rules. The sportsman schedule is not
diﬃcult, but is a challenge to ﬂy well. Come and have a go! The
pattern rules can be found on the M F N Z website
http://modelﬂyingnz.org/interest/N Z R C A A.htm or the
NZRCAA website www.nzrcaa.co.nz. The pattern and
sportsman rules for New Zealand have recently been updated,
so take a few minutes to have a look.
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IMAC has several classes (basic, sportsman, intermediate,
advanced, and unlimited). You start out with basic or sportsman,
and then progress as your skills develop. This class is ﬂown to an
international set of rules, available from http://www.miniiac.org/Downloads
Competitions for the two diﬀerent disciplines often happen over
the same weekend. Check out the NZRCAA website for dates,
and come and have a go!
For all your pattern questions, please contact Hamish Galloway
nzwormzz@gmail.com 021 443690
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RACE MEETING
Puketaha 27th November 2016

JR AIRSAIL are proud to announce we are now the
official NZ supplier for all Big Bruce Racing products.

John Danks

With the weather forecast predicting strong winds but little rain
we decided to go ahead with the race meeting. After a slow start
and a couple of phone calls to encourage the ﬂyers to venture
out we had enough members present to get the meeting under
way. The wind gusts were reaching 40kph plus but the direction
was perfect, straight down the strip so landing was not as rough
as you would think, the high wind caused the actual ground
speed to be very slow and some good landings were the result.
Only one landing mishap resulting in some damage causing
the host to sit this one out was the result.
Q500 Sport got under way ﬁrst as the wind was predicted to
build during the day, it was evident from the start that Steve
Collins was not going to have an easy run with Ron Stone
ﬁnding good speed all day. In the end too many cuts from Ron
and good consistent times from Steve would see him through.
It was great to see another new ﬂyer joining the pylon scene,
Paul Tomlinson running a Viper/OS46 AX combo had his ﬁrst
pylon experience on an actual pylon course and did very well
gaining nearly 30 seconds between his races, in the end he
decided to sit out the last few rounds with the wind gusts
creating some concern, he will deﬁnitely be back for another go
in December.
Q500 Expert got under way after the sport class and while the
wind was at a reasonable level good times were achievable,
but once round 3 got under way the wind gusts had increased
to around 60kph which was not a problem for these fast models
during a race but landing was an issue with most missing the
strip short (no throttle on these models means all landings are
with no power). With the out ﬁeld recently grazed the out
landings were no problem resulting in no damage to all. Steve
Collins with caller Marcel LeGrand had their ﬁrst Q500 Expert
meeting achieving the fastest time of the day and second
place. Frazer Briggs suﬀered one V tail failure while negotiating
the base turn causing the model to veer straight out from the
course at a 90 degree angle, causing quite a stir. Fortunately
with two servos controlling the tail he had enough control for a
non eventful but short landing. A stripped servo gear being the
culprit. With no electric ﬂyers present we ﬁnished the day as the
squalls increased and the rain ﬁnally settled in on the trip home.
Q500 SPORT;
1st. Stephen Collins
2nd Ron Stone
3rd Paul Tomlinson
Q500 EXPERT;
1st John Danks
2nd Stephen Collins
3rd John Knox
4th Frazer Briggs

387.9
430.8
686.8
283.8
292.5
293.4
668.2

The next meeting will be at the JR Airsail Airﬁeld on the 18th
December, this will be a great warm up event leading into the
Nationals in January at Waharoa so we should see a good
entry for this one. With the Precision Aerobatics event here the
day before we are looking forward to a good get together on
Saturday night.
Until then ﬂy safe.
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If you are looking for some top quality ARF Pylon
kits you can’t go past BBR kits for quality and
performance.
To take a look at their extensive range go to;
https://bigbruceracing-public.sharepoint.com/
All of these kits are made to order therefore we can
get your new racer manufactured in your own colour
scheme to your requirements

For all enquiries give us a call at JR Airsail
09 2334014 or email us at theteam@airsail.co.nz
We also carry in stock all your racing spares, OS,
Nelson and Merlin glow plugs, Tetra tanks, Jett
Refuelers, FAI wheels and many more

Upper NI Pylon Calendar 2017
February 26th

JR Airsail Airﬁeld

March 26th

Paul Clausen Airﬁeld (Waikato Champs)

April 30th

JR Airsail Airﬁeld

May 28th

Paul Clausen Airﬁeld

June 25th

JR Airsail Airﬁeld (End of Year BBQ)

Venues:
JR Airsail Airﬁeld
Paul Clausen Airﬁeld

299 Native Rd., Pukekawa
244 (Fonterra No. 72709)
Telephone Rd., Puketaha

South Island 2017
McLeans Island Flyers ﬂy Pylon on every second Saturday
of every month
Christchurch MAC Pylon, third Saturday of each month.
Open to CMAC members only,
points go towards the CMAC club championships.
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Vintage
SIG
Wayne Cartwright
To Contact the SIG Committee
1. For general enquiries, to be registered as a SIG member,
and matters regarding competition rules, contact Wayne
Cartwright (Chairman/Secretary):
wcartwright@vodafone.co.nz.
2. To be placed on the free email circulation list for AVANZ
News, and to contribute articles and ideas, contact Bernard
Scott (AVANZ News Editor): scott.scott@xtra.co.nz.
3. To be sent free pdf plans from the AVANZ Plans Service,
including access to the huge Co-op Plans archive, contact
M a r k Ve n t e r ( AVA N Z P l a n s C o o r d i n a t o r ) :
avanzplans@xtra.co.nz.
RC Vintage Contest and Rally Schedule 2017
February 18, 19
NNI Contest and Rally
JR Airsail
March 18 - 20
NI Championships and Gareth Newton
Memorial
Levin
April 22, 23
NNI Contest and Rally
Tuakau
May 7 (TBC)
Bob Burling Memorial
Levin
May 20, 21
NNI Contest and Rally
Blackfeet
Event Schedule for 2017 North Island RC Vintage
Championships
Location: Levin
Saturday 18th March
Sunday 19th March
Vintage Precision
Vintage E Duration
Classical Precision
Vintage 1/2A Texaco
Vintage IC Duration
Vintage 1/2E Texaco
Classical IC Duration
V & Cl Scale Texaco
Classical 1/2E Texaco
Vintage E Rubber Texaco
Monday 20th March
Vintage Open Texaco
Vintage E Texaco
Vintage A Texaco

Classical Electric Duration
Tomboy E

Why I Build and Fly Vintage
by Allan Knox

(Columnist’s note: Although he makes the strong point that he
builds and ﬂies Vintage models for fun, Allan has also done well
with them – and other codes - in competition. He was Champion
of Champions at the 2016 Nationals, and consistently heads up
NDC results in Vintage. Now living in Wellington, he is
encouraging more vintage ﬂying in the SNI region. Allan’s
models are always distinctive in that they are ﬁnished in bright
1930’s colour schemes.)
It all started for me back about 2003 when John Ensoll built his
beautiful New Ruler. It ﬂew as well as it looked and John won
Vintage Duration at the Nationals at his ﬁrst try.
John was pretty competitive in RC soaring at the time and
quickly realised how much vintage and soaring had in common.
He saw that both types required time and landing precision as
well as the need to avoid sink and preferably ﬁnd thermals.
Vintage is more relaxed though still challenging, particularly as
each ﬂight ends with a spot landing
By this time Soaring had evolved into the “Buy the Latest Wonder
Machine” specialist ARF sport that it is today, but people like
John and myself and many others value the building side of the
hobby as well - the real satisfaction and sense of fulﬁlment from
of creating a ﬂying machine from scratch. Vintage provided this
in spades.
I found the plan for my ﬁrst vintage model in an old 1937 Air Trials
Magazine. The Mag was yellowed with age but the beautiful lines
of Ben Shereshaw’s Cumulus shone through. Back in 1937
plans were loose drawings with dimensions. I got busy with
photocopier to blow up shapes then got out ruler, pencil and
paper. I soon had workable plans and found I was cutting balsa
again. It felt great seeing the parts come together in 3
dimensions. All those frames, longerons, stringers, spars and
ribs ﬂeshed out the Cumulus’s streamlined 30’s racer style
shape. The photo shows the model ready for covering.

Allan Knox’s Cumulus

Allan Knox with Donahue 5 foot Gas
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This was a big model too at 80 inch span (scaled down a little
from the original 96 inches) giving 900 sq inches of wing. What to
power it with? In those days the best climb performance came
from modern 4 strokes and Cumulus was sized for a 65. I started
with a tired OS61FS but soon replaced it with a new in the box
Saito 65. I wondered about covering for a bit then followed
John’s lead and used silk dyed in the kitchen sink.. It was long
while since I had used silk but I knew the method and soon had
Model Flying World

the Cumulus covered, doped and then trimmed with gold ﬁlm.
So I was hooked on Vintage - building these big old machines
was really fun and pretty cheap too.
Next it was oﬀ to the ﬂying ﬁeld. We had ﬁnished a CHCH MAC
gliding contest about midday so it was time to see if it ﬂew. I did
a range check then lit up the 4 stroke, gave it a running throw
and it was away. Drama though as she ran out of range and it
was nearly all over but I got a hold of it as it ﬂew back toward me
and was able to land. The problem was that the ‘long wire’
antenna was next to the wiring to servos
in the tail. Rerouting sorted that and
Cumulus has never looked back.

I have gone on to build 5 more vintage models, all for diﬀerent
classes. Each one of them is still in good shape despite hours of
ﬂying. They really are practical and robust. I have been inspired
by the developing vintage scene and enjoyed participating in the
SIG. We now have 13 classes from the Vintage and Classical
eras to play with, up from just 5 in 2011. Many of these are
electric classes as that side of our hobby has taken oﬀ. Two of
my recent models are shown in the photos. My Donahue 5-Foot
Gas is actually electric-powered and is competitive in Vintage E
Texaco. The Cub is from 1939 Megow plans and is ﬂown in both
1/2A Texaco and Scale Texaco.

It is now 12 years old and gets used for all
my IC Duration competition ﬂying. It is a
bit over weight but still seems to make
the required 4 minutes oﬀ of just a 20
second climb. It is marginal though so I
need to stay away from sink and
preferably ﬁnd lift. Once in lift, it climbs
like a home sick angle and handles
beautifully. Vintage models were
designed for free ﬂight so once trimmed
up you really can leave them to do their
own thing. I’ve left my Tx on the table top
and had my lunch while the model circled
away in lift quite happily. Despite all the
hours of ﬂying and more than a few war
wounds I still have a sense of pride and
satisfaction when I look at my ﬁne old
Cumulus.
Allan Knox scale Texaco Cub
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Fri 17th to Sun 19th March 2017
Entrance oﬀ Creyke Rd, Darﬁeld

For details contact President
McLeans Island MAC
Dave 027 602 4302
February 2017

Food & drink on site
Toilet facilities
Hot showers
Over night staying on site
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It is tricky to sum up all the reasons I enjoy Vintage so much because there are
so many, but here a are a few in no particular order.
• Building in the old ways, balsa and spruce and open structures.
• Researching all the great old designs to ﬁnd one I really like. There is a huge
range of models and a heap modelling history to explore.
• There is a worldwide fraternity of vintage modellers out there on the Net that
you can get to know.
• I enjoy optimising my chosen design for a particular class by doing the
numbers.
• The models are very versatile. They make ideal trainers and can be used for
club sport ﬂying too. I have used mine for water ﬂights on ﬂoats, taken them
slope soaring and even ﬂown in ALES glider events.
• Competition is low key but still challenging.
• There are lots of opportunities to participate in NDC and at National events.
• Most of all though, it’s the satisfaction of building, then tuning and ﬂying a
model you built yourself, either for fun or in competition.
• Although the rules on construction are pretty tight, there is still scope to
reinforce key areas like landing gear and wing spars. You can use modern
materials like heat shrink coverings and modern glues. Even composites
can be used in place of solid wood structures like cowls if you wish.
• These days there are lots of plans and parts laser cut short kits available
and cheap making building easy.
• Sites like Outerzone let you browse 1000s of plans and articles.

As a wing ages the dope can lose some of its
grip on the Mylar and can tend to separate.
Perhaps a thin coat of Balsaloc around the
edges of the Mylar before doping on the tissue
maybe the answer.
Competition Classes Reviewed: RC 1/2E
Texaco - Vintage and Classical
Vintage 1/2E Texaco is a very popular class that
has seen remarkable improvements in
performance since it was introduced ﬁve years
ago. The similar Classical class will be kicked
oﬀ at the North Island Championships in March
with a special Jumpin’ Bean one-design event.
These are electric classes that use a ﬁxed-size
battery (the rules specify up to 360mah 2 cell) to
achieve a maximum ﬂight time of 12 minutes in
each of two rounds. If a ﬂy-oﬀ is needed after
the two rounds of ﬂying, this has unlimited time,
and ﬂights over 20 minutes are possible. The

Have a go, you won’t regret it.
Covering Materials for Vintage: Tissue-over-Mylar
by Rex Bain
This method was introduced by F1B (Wakeﬁeld ) ﬂiers several decades back. It
is best used for smaller models. Its major advantage over tissue is its resistance
to getting ‘spiked’ by D/T landings onto paddocks which often have cut plants
with sharp ends.
I have seen tables which show that this double covering method is actually
lighter than ordinary doped tissue because much of the dope evaporates
rather than soaking into the balsa frame. The Mylar I use is obtained from Rob
Wallace’s FFONZ SHOP and is very thin - similar in thickness to Gladwrap.
Cover the bottom wing surface ﬁrst with Mylar. If the wing is under-cambered
the adhesive needs to be applied to all the ribs and spars. I use either thinned
Ados F2 or Balsaloc and tighten with a heat iron. Place the tissue on top of the
Mylar and lightly spray with water followed by a coat of thinned dope working
carefully out from the centre to the edges. I have used tissue which I believe to
be similar to the old Jap tissue and heavier tissue (both SIG products) but the
best is probably Lightweight Modelspan because it shrinks well and has good
wet strength.

Wayne Cartwright with
216sq in Arrow Nut

The top of wings and tailplanes are harder and after applying the Mylar in the
usual way I ﬁnd it best to cover each rib bay separately. This is tedious but it
gives the best result for smaller wings and tailplanes. For larger wings I usually
cover the top surface with Polyspan.

John Butcher with 106sq in Stardust Special.
4th at the Nationals
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Keith Trillo with 207sq in
Stardust Special.
2nd at the Nationals

Model Flying World

motor may be stopped and restarted. The minimum wing
loading rule (8 oz/sqft) applies and the spot landing bonus and
design age bonus apply to Vintage, but not to Classical.
1/2E Texaco is essentially an economy-run class but there are
two distinct ways of ﬂying it. One is to apply the limited battery
capacity to one or more moderately rapid climbs, each followed
by a glide that hopefully ﬁnds lift. The aggregate motor run is
around 5 - 8 minutes. The second approach is to use power
that is just suﬃcient to achieve a slow climb to moderate height,
followed by a long cruise at a lower setting, so that most of the
ﬂight is under power. Both approaches have produced good
results.
It is advisable to use a separate small battery for the radio. If
BEC is used, a long glide after the battery is depleted can result
in an embarrassing radio failure! When the rapid climb
approach is used, care must be taken not to over-prop the
motor to the extent that the current load on the small battery
exceeds its safe limits.
With a ﬁxed amount of energy available, theory suggests that
lighter models will perform better. On the other hand, with wing
loading ﬁxed at 8 oz/sqft, most designs become more ‘squirelly’
to ﬂy as size is reduced. The photos illustrate this point. Wayne
Cartwright’s Arrow Nut is 216 sqin (the same as the Tomboy)
and Keith Trillo’s Stardust Special is 207 sqin. Both ﬂy quite
smoothly, even in gusty conditions. John Butcher’s Stardust
Special is much smaller (160 sqin) and so weighs only 9 oz,
compared to the 11.5 oz and 12 oz of the other two. However,
John notes that any performance advantage due to lower
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weight is negated by the drag and power consumption caused
by the need for continual control inputs, especially in gusty
conditions. Thus, the best size for 1/2E Texaco is probably in the
range 180 – 225 sqin.
This is a very enjoyable class. The models are small, quick to
build, and inexpensive, yet there are plenty of technical
challenges. Despite their size and weight, these models can
cope with severe conditions, such as 35 kph gusts in the ﬂy-oﬀ at
the 2017 Nationals.
A Good Simple Design for Vintage: Ay-Jay
This design from Model Airplane News in February 1947 that
would be highly suitable for the Vintage 1/2E Texaco class
described above, scaled to around 215 sqin, or perhaps a little
smaller. This design also has good promise for Vintage Duration
– both E and IC – when scaled up to appropriate wing areas for
the chosen power. For discussion about size and choice of
power for Duration, see the Vintage column in the September
2016 issue of MFW.
The construction is simple and should be quick. The
aerodynamics are good, with a NACA-style airfoil, adequate
polyhedral, lowish fuselage drag, and conventional moments.
The plan shown is redrawn accurately from the original. I can
also supply a pdf of the three original plan pages from MAN,
which show all the ribs and formers - email
wcartwright@vodafone.co.nz.
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President:
Kevin Botherway (Hawkes Bay)
0275570470
Secretary/Treasurer:
David James (PN) – 06 3543452, 0272447782
Committee:
Aneil Patel (Auckland),
Bill DeRenzy (Tauranga),
Dave Griﬃn and Peter Hewson
(Christchurch), Joe Wurts (Hawkes Bay),
John Shaw (Timaru) & Allan Knox (Wellington)
Soaring SIG email:
nzsoaringtc@hotmail.com
News & info at:
http://nzmaa.org.nz/soaring
www.facebook.com/pages/ N Z-SoaringSIG/122980667806846
Go to www.nzmaa.org.nz/interest/soaring.htm to download the
2017 Soaring calendar.
Postal address:
41 Chippendale Crescent, Palmerston North. 4412

North Island Soaring Rally

Taupo 3rd & 4th December and weather was also booked and
perfect for the whole weekend. We had two tugs turn up for the
Aerotow but one damaged a tail-wheel on one of the ﬁrst ﬂights.
Wayne Bilham provided the majority of tows over the weekend
with his 120cc piper Pawnee.
The ﬁeld layout allowed one ﬂight line and we had to ensure we
didn't ﬂy behind the pits as the full size glider ﬁeld was right next
door. We had a small turnout with a lot of pilot's day tripping to
the event on the Saturday from other places. Most of the
disciplines within gliders were ﬂown during the weekend and
heaps of relaxing ﬂying with soaring being the winner like usual.
Aero tow, F3J, F3K and F3B were all represented. Apart from a
couple of rough landings made by the tow gliders - very little
damage was done. It was a nice relaxing weekend and a great
chance to catch up again. Thanks to the those ﬂyers who
attended and a special thanks to the Taupo Model Fliers for the
use of their ﬁeld and once again an immaculately prepared
airstrip. Keep an eye out for the next Rally where we will try a
new north island location for the 2017.
2017 Soaring Calendar:
Feb NDC Thermal A (Open)
Feb NDC Thermal H (2 Metre Glider)
Feb NDC ALES 123 Class N
Feb NDC X5J Unlimited Class O
Feb 10-12 or 24-26 Aerotow Hawkes Bay
Feb 18th/19th AuckSoar Soarfest Matamata
Mar NDC F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only (total raw scores)
Mar NDC ALES 200 Class M (Scoring per 3.13.7)
Mar NDC ALES Radian Class P
Mar 11th-12th Milang F3J International
Mar 31st/1st & 2nd April Aerotow Taupo
Apr NDC Thermal J (2,4,6,8,10)
Apr NDC ALES Radian Class P
Apr NDC FAI F3F
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Top: Kevin & Joe with F3B Shinto's, Snipes,
Maxa & Radian foamie..
Above: Bill Jackson with 1/4 K8, 1/4 Salto &
Pike Pelican electric
Left: Really nice Schweizer TG2 ﬂown by
Ken Rose

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
May
May
May
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Jul
Aug
Aug
Aug
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Nov
Nov
Nov
Dec

NDC Thermal
D (F500)
8/th-9th NI F3B Round 1 NI Series - Matamata
22nd-24th Aerotow Omarama (ANZAC weekend)
29th-30th International IHLGF 2017 Contest - Poway
NDC Thermal B (10 min)
13th NI F3K Round 1 NI Series - Hastings - Aorangi Rd
26rd-28th Aerotow Taupo
NDC ALES 200 Class M (Scoring per 3.13.7)
NDC F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only (total raw scores)
NDC ALES Radian Class P
10th-11th F3B Round 2 NI Series-Hastings-Aorangi Rd
23rd-25th Aerotow Hawkes Bay
24th NI F3K Round 2 NI Series - Whakatane
NDC Thermal H (2 Metre Glider)
NDC Thermal A (Open)
NDC FAI F3F
NDC ALES 123 Class N
24th-30th FAI F3K World Championships
NDC Thermal B (10 min)
NDC X5J Unlimited Class O
26th-27th F3B Rnd 3 NI Series & Waikato F3B champs
Matamata
NDC Thermal D (F500)
NDC ALES 200 Class M (Scoring per 3.13.7)
NDC ALES Radian Class P
NDC Thermal J (2,4,6,8,10)
23th-24th Southern Fling F3K/F3K Round 3 NI series Matamata
NDC ALES 123 Class N
NDC ALES Radian Class P
NDC F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only (total raw scores)
NDC FAI F3F
26th Soarchamps - F3B (Rd 4 NI Series) - Hawkes Bay
27th Soarchamps - F3J (F3J trial).
28th Soarchamps - Premier Duration (F3J trial) &
ALES200
29th Soarchamps - F3K & Radian.
NDC F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only (total raw scores)
NDC ALES 200 Class M (Scoring per 3.13.7)
11th-12th Aerotow - Galatea
2nd-3rd Soaring Rally - Venue to be advised.
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Rob Wallace

The Nationals are over once again with the Weather not being
too kind to us on the ﬁrst 2 days making it pretty hard on models
and people. Entry numbers were good and new ideas to the
program were tried with some success. With the changing of
Hand Launch Glider, Catapult Launch Glider, and Tip Launch
Glider to an evening slot there was a good turnout regardless of
conditions. A lot of families were out in force and there were
more Control Line orientated ﬂyers than Freeﬂight ﬂyers in
these events. This idea will be tried again in the future along
with some other new ideas.
Hangar Rat has grown in popularity with 13 entries. The
Westpac Stadium in Morrinsville is a great venue which helps a
lot. The MFNZ president was even coerced into buying a
Hangar Rat kit oﬀ Gwynn Avennall so there may be more
entries in the future.
E36 was tried for the ﬁrst time and had 4 entries. All models
seemed to go well.
There was a stirling eﬀort put into preparing the freeﬂight ﬁeld
led by Bill McGarvey and his team of Rex Bain, Bernard Scott
and Rex Anderson. The competitors thank you all!
At the Freeﬂight SIG AGM I ( Robert Wallace)was elected back
into the Chairman’s role and Graham Lovejoy was elected as
Secretary /Treasurer as Rex Bain has stood down after some
50 years of being treasurer of various groups. Rex will be
sorely missed by us and we thank him profusely for the
previous work he has done. The new Committee elected in is
now Des Richards, Chris Murphy and Bill Long.
2 motions that came out of the SIG AGM were to 1 reduce the
number of ﬂights from 5 to 3 in Kiwi Power and 2. To make E36
an oﬃcial event so these will be remits to be voted on online or
by postal vote.
It is saddening to hear the loss of another well known
freeﬂighter and Lady, Rose Douglas. Rose was well known for
her friendly competition for the Ladies event trophy and
condolences go out to Alan, Tricia and family.
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4 people have qualiﬁed for the World Freeﬂight Championships
in Hungary. They are Paul Lagan, Roger Morrell, Antony
Koerbin and Robert Wallace. Currently Paul and Roger have
booked accommodation to go.
There has been some discussion on NDC events recently and
the SIG has tried to include as many events as possible in the
program and E 36 should be eventually added as well. There
are rules on how many times the NDC events are allowed to be
ﬂown and some of the events have been timed in line with
competitions. NDC is a good excuse to get out and ﬂy.
The following remits are to be voted on either by post to Graham
L o v e j o y, 5 7 F r a z e r D r i v e F i e l d i n g o r e m a i l t o
grahamlovejoy2@gmail.com by 31st March 2017.
Remit 1.
To Make E36 an oﬃcial event to be included in the Freeﬂight
Section of Model Flying New Zealand rules using the rules as
published in September Model Flyers World. Flyoﬀs to be in 1
Minute increases as in line with other mini classes. Note that the
contest director has discretion on the day to adjust if necessary
due to conditions, safety etc. as per existing rules
Reason.
The event was tried at the 2017 National Champs and the
competitors and future ﬂyers wanted to make it an oﬃcial event.
Remit 2.
To reduce the number of ﬂights in Kiwi Power from 5 ﬂights to 3.
Reason.
There are usually a lot of other events on at the same time as the
Kiwi Power event especially at the National Championships and
the amount of retrieval is getting harder as we all get older .
Note the contest director on the day has the discretion to alter
number of ﬂights etc on the day due to conditions, safety etc as
per existing rules.
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Implementing a Bonus Point regime for a scale colour scheme.
This would have to be backed up with at least one photograph.
The requirement to ﬂy 10 manoeuvres options would remain in
place for Intermediate.

RC SCALE
Gwyn Avenell

We, the SIG would like some feed-back on the above and
indeed would welcome any further ideas. Don’t be shy – there’s
no such thing as a bad idea (well maybe not!).

SIG

At the AGM of the R/C Scale SIG at Matamata a discussion
took place with regards the lack of deﬁnition between the
Novice and Intermediate Class Scale events. At the moment,
there is nothing to separate them. Also, up for consideration
were the methods available to the SIG to contact and inform
those interested in Scale Competition.
To the matter of the Rules.
There is a clear need to create a diﬀerence between the two
classes noted above. The intention of the Novice Class was to
allow for newcomers not to be overwhelmed when entering
their ﬁrst competition. At present both classes ﬂy 10
manoeuvres and neither class has any documentation
requirements. The measures up for consideration for Novice
Scale are as follows: To reduce the number of manoeuvre options from 10 down
to 7.
To peg the weight limit to 11kgs – eﬀectively creating a
“Light-Scale” Class.
Additional measures up for consideration would aﬀect the
Intermediate Class thereby automatically creating a wider gap
between the two events.

Communication:
The other issue is the matter of communication. This very
publication is unquestionably the best option for info out from a
SIG to the wider modelling fraternity - it’s the return
communication that’s the problem. We have a very old database
that is so out of date, it is next to useless. We wish to create our
own data base of interested modellers and to achieve that
target, we invite you to email your contact details to the address
below. We won’t send trash mail or sell your address to anyone.
We would also ask you to check the MFNZ Website for events
and we invite any club considering running a Scale Event to
advise us accordingly. So, aa we said before – don’t be shy and
get back to us.
We would like to thank Peter Hewson for looking after things for
as long as he has – well done Peter. The Scale page is set to
continue in this publication so please don’t backward in coming
forward with photographs of your pride and joy along with a story
or two. People love reading about builds and can be inspired by
images they see in print.
These are the two points of contact:
SIG Chairman – Gwyn Avenell. avenellsnz@gmail.com Ph
(09)2984819
Sec/Treasurer – Brian Borland borlands@vodafone.co.nz Ph
(09)4839679
Steve Cole and Neil Schrader are now members of the Scale
SIG committee.

These include: Making it mandatory to supply a photograph of the type
modelled- but not necessarily the actual aircraft.

MANZ Rallies 2016

MINIATURE
AIRCRAFT
NEW
ZEALAND

Calling large models!!
Prop or turbine
Awatoto - Hawkes Bay Model Fliers
25th & 26th March

Graham Loveridge 06 323 1464 loveridgef@xtra.co.nz

Waharoa - Matamata-Piako MAC
& MANZ AGM 6th & 7th May

Gary Shaw 07 579 1263 gary.mary@xtra.co.nz
Monoplanes
2mtr wingspan
minimum
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Bi-planes
1.5mtr wingspan
minimum
Model Flying World

control line
SIG
Committee:

David Thornley
Kevin Barnes
Daniel Munro
Bryce Gibson
Dave Wright
Danny Walker

David
Thornley

Chair & Nationals co-ordinator
Treasurer & World Champs co-ordinator
Secretary & South Island representative
Combat event co-ordinator
Stunt events including stunt series coordinator
Upper NI SIG representative

Round 2 of the North Island Control Line Stunt series was held
at Mercer Primary School on Sunday Nov 19. This was one of
the many wild weather weekends that was November this
season.
The forecast was for strong winds and rain, not very amenable
to CL ﬂying. As it turned out, until midday the wind was not too
bad and the rain held oﬀ.
The ﬁrst round was completed just after midday with the only
casualty being Dave Wright falling victim to the unusual gusts
that were coming through which had him hitting the ground at
the bottom of a bunt.
Round two was started immediately as the weather was getting
rougher and it had started to rain. This time Marcel Legrand got
pushed into the ground, luckily getting away with only a broken
prop and all the others ﬁnishing safely. By this time it was really
wild and wet, so it was decided to score the best of two rounds
only. Some hardy souls opted for a third round, others decided
to conserve their models for the Nats.
Marcel's model decided it had had enough of the madness and
his engine quit after the ﬁrst manoeuvre. We got the
competition in, but it was all very disappointing after the
reasonable weather earlier in the week. Models were all
packed away by 1.45pm and everyone retired to the service
area cafe to warm up, dry out and have a SIG nationals
planning meeting. Some pics were taken but they were so
miserable they aren't worth showing!

A positive outcome from the meeting was the resolution to
ensure that if the hard circle events are remote from the grass
events in future Nationals there will be two clear days allowed in
between the hard and grass events. This means that the hard
events would start two or three days in advance of the oﬃcial
Nats ﬁrst day.
There was a discussion regarding having a separate CL Nats or
continuing with the existing combined format. There was
universal agreement that the combined format should continue.
Another outcome was that Owen Rogers would check the
condition of the Carterton hard circle to establish what
maintenance may be required before the 2018 Nats. This has
already been done, and Owen conﬁrms Lloyd Dickens' report
that the circle appears to be in the same condition as last used in
Easter 2016 with no apparent earthquake damage and some
minor maintenance only required for crack ﬁlling if desired.
Lloyd reports that the concrete is sprayed by the local club on a
monthly basis for weed control and the grass mowed as
required. The circle surrounding fence is now locked, and
complete, with no panels stolen as has previously happened.
A link to the complete minutes is on the CL pages of the MFNZ
web site.
As a result of the Nats good stunt entries, the Auckland FF club
has opened their April 9 Kakanui CL event to any CL ﬂiers and
plan to run a classic stunt event. Details on the integrated
calendar.
The Whangarei NISS round, March 11 will now include some
stunt training on the Sunday making it a two day event.
Don't forget to enter the 2018 World Champs fund raising raﬄe.
Click the link on the CL pages of MFNZ website for details of the
great prizes and how to bid. The engine prize is a brand new
LA46. A great engine and no longer available, if you fancy this
for RC, a new carb is only $30 ex Tower Hobbies.

The Waharoa Nats are gone and rapidly receding into the dim
past, however there were a few standout memories. In
particular, the excellent number of stunt entries, especially in
the classic class. Thanks to all those who supported this
resurrected event.
A particular memory for me was watching John Ryan
competing in CL scale with his 20plus year old scale Fletcher
with a third line controlling the engine speed and the fertiliser
drop mechanism. To see him taxying round a full circle and then
coming to a stop before taking oﬀ and then carefully easing the
model through some scale aerobatics just showed how things
have changed or skills lost. John was the worthy winner of the
event.
The SIG AGM was memorable in that the allocated room had
no power so we ended up using torches to see each other.
(Might be a new way to ensure that meetings don't drag on) The
same committee was re-elected with the exception of the
secretary, who is now Daniel Munro.
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2017 NDC CALENDAR
A big thank you to all the SIG’s for the eﬀort they have put into
next year’s calendar.
Hopefully the numbers participating will increase as the
classes listed line up with events on the relevant SIG calendar.
Free Flight did this for the current year and the result was an
increase in participants and the appearance of some names
we haven’t seen for a while.
Free Flight
Jan
1
Jan
2
Jan
3
Jan
4
Jan
5
Jan
6
Feb 7
Feb
8
Feb
9
Feb
10
Feb
11
Feb
173
Mar 174
Mar
12
Mar
13
Mar
14
Mar
15
Mar
16
Mar
175
Apr
17
Apr
18
Apr
19
Apr
20
Apr
21
Apr
22
Apr
23
Apr
24
Apr
25
Apr
26
Apr
176
Apr
177
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30
May 31
Jun
33
Jun
34
Jun
35
Jun
36
Jun
37
Jun
38
Jul
39
Jul
40
Jul
41
Aug 42
Aug
43
Aug
44
Aug
45
Aug
178
Sept 46
Sept 47
Sept 48
Sept 179
Oct
49
Oct
50
Oct
51
Oct
52
Oct
180
Nov 53
Nov
54
Nov
55
Nov
56
Nov
181
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Aggregate
Catapult Launched Glider
Hand Lanched Glider
Coupe d'Hiver
Tip Launch Glider
A1 Glider
P30
Open Rubber
Open Power
FAI F1A Glider
1/2 A Power
Open Tissue
Indoor Hand Launch Glider
FAI FIB Rubber
Kiwi Power
Kennedy Precision
Aggregate
Tip Launch Glider
Hanger Rat
1/2 A Power
Open Rubber
Open Power
Coupe d'Hiver
P30
FA1 Glider
Kiwi Power
Open Glider
Catapult Launched Glider
Hand Lanched Glider
E36
FAI F1L Indoor Rubber
Open Rubber
1/2 A Power
Kiwi Power
Open Glider
FAI F1L Indoor Rubber
Hangar Rat
Indoor Hand Lauch Glider
A1 Glider
P30
Coupe d'Hiver
FAI F1A Glider
Aggregate
Open Glider
FAI F1D Indoor Rubber
Catapult Launched Glider
Hand Lanched Glider
Open Power
Kennedy Precision
Open Tissue
FAI FIB Rubber
FAI F1A Glider
FAI F1D Indoor Rubber
Indoor Hand Launch Glider
1/2 A Power
Hangar Rat
Indoor Hand Lauch Glider
Tip Launch Glider
E36
A1 Glider
Coupe d'Hiver
P30
Catapult Launched Glider
Indoor Hand Lauch Glider

Vintage
Jan 91
Jan 92
Jan 93
Jan 94
Jan 95
Jan 96
Feb 97
Feb 98
Feb 99
Feb 100
Feb 101
Feb 102
Feb 103
Mar 104
Mar 105
Mar 106
Mar 107
Mar 108
Apr 109
Apr 110
Apr 111
Apr 112
Apr 113
May 114
May 115
May 116
May 117
May
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
June
Jul
Jul

118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126

Clubs, how about aligning your club events with the calendar
and so logging more scores. Some. Such as Christchurch and
Marlbourgh currently do this.
Come-on everyone, let’s make 2017 the year we “have a go”
and relive the days of old. Remember the classes can be ﬂown
on any weekend in the month listed and the scores to reach the
NDC Recording Oﬃcer by the 14th of the following month.

Vintage FF Precision
FF Vintage Glider Duration
FF Nostalgia Glider Duration
RC Classical 1/2E Texaco
RC Classical E Texaco
RC Classical Precision
FF Vintage Power Duration
FF Nostalgia Power Duration
FF Nostalgia Rubber Duration
FF Classic Rubber Duration
VRC Vintage 1/2A Texaco
RC Vintage E Rubber Texaco
RC Classical IC Duration
FF Classic Glider Duration
FF Vintage Rubber Duration
RC Vintage IC Duration
RC Vintage E Duration
RC Classical E Duration
FF Nostalgia 1/2A/ Min Replica
FF Classic Power Duration
RC Vintage 1/2E Texaco
RC Vintage A Texaco
RC Vintage E Texaco
FF Vintage Precision
FF Vintage Power Duration
FF Nostalgia Rubber Duration
RC Vintage & Classical Scale
Texaco
RC Vintage Open Texaco
Vintage FF Hand Launch Glider
Vintage FF Catapult Glider
FF Nostalgia Power Duration
FF Classic Rubber Duration
RC Vintage Precision
RC Classical E Duration
FF Nostalgia Glider Duration
RC Vintage & Classical Scale
Texaco
RC Classical Precision
RC Vintage IC Duration
RC Vintage E Texaco
RC Classical E Duration
RC Vintage Precision
FF Nostalgia 1/2A/Min Replica
FF Classic Power Duration
RC Vintage 1/2A Texaco
RC Vintage A Texaco
Vintage FF Hand Launch Glider
Vintage FF Catapult Glider
Vintage RC Open Texaco
Classical RC 1/2E Texaco
Classical RC E Texaco
Vintage FF Glider Duration
Classic FF Glider Duration
RC Vintage E Rubber Texaco
RC Vintage 1/2E Texaco
RC Classical IC Duration

Jul
127
Aug 128
Aug 129
Aug 130
Aug 131
Sept 132
Sept 133
Sept 134
Sept 135
Oct 136
Oct 137
Oct 138
Oct 139
Oct 140
Nov 141
Nov 142
Nov 143
Nov 144
Nov 145
Soaring
Jan
57 F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only
(total raw scores)
Jan
58 ALES Radian Class P
Feb
59 Thermal A (Open)
Feb
60 Thermal H (2 Metre Glider)
Feb
61 ALES 123 Class N
Feb
62 X5J Unlimited Class O
Mar
63 F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only
(total raw scores)

Soaring continued
Mar
64 SALES 200 Class M
(Scoring per 3.13.7)
Mar
65 ALES Radian Class P
Apr
66 Thermal J (2,4,6,8,10)
Apr
67 ALES Radian Class P
Apr
68 FAI F3F
May 69 Thermal D (F500)
May 70 Thermal B (10 min)
Jun
71 ALES 200 Class M
(Scoring per 3.13.7)
Jun
72 F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only
(total raw scores)
Jun
73 ALES Radian Class P
Jul
74 Thermal H (2 Metre Glider)
Jul
75 Thermal A (Open)
Jul
76 FAI F3F
Jul
77 ALES 123 Class N
Aug
78 Thermal B (10 min)
Aug
79 X5J Unlimited Class O
Sept 80 Thermal D (F500)
Sept 81 ALES 200 Class M
(Scoring per 3.13.7)
Sept 82 ALES Radian Class P
Sept 83 Thermal J (2,4,6,8,10)
Oct
84 ALES 123 Class N
Oct
85 ALES Radian Class P
Oct
86 F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only
(total raw scores)
Oct
87 FAI F3F
Nov 88 F3K Tasks B,D,G,H only
(total raw scores)
Nov
89 ALES 200 Class M
(Scoring per 3.13.7)
Nov
90 Thermal H (2 Metre Glider)
Control Line
Feb 146 1/2 A Team Race
Feb 147 FAI Team Race
(F2C & F2F combined)
Feb 148 Open Goodyear Team Race
Feb 149 Slow Goodyear Team Race
Feb 150 Class B Team Race
Feb 151 F2A Speed
Feb 152 Percentage Speed
Feb 153 Classic 'A' Team Race
Feb 154 Classic 'B Team Race
Apr 155 1/2 A Team Race
Apr 156 FAI Team Race
(F2C & F2F combined)
Apr 157 Open Goodyear Team Race
Apr 158 Slow Goodyear Team Race
Apr 159 Class B Team Race
Apr 160 F2A Speed
Apr 161 Percentage Speed
Apr 162 Classic 'A' Team Race
Apr 163 Classic 'B Team Race
Oct 164 1/2 A Team Race
Oct 165 FAI Team Race
(F2C & F2F combined)
Oct 166 Open Goodyear Team Race
Oct 167 Slow Goodyear Team Race
Oct 168 Class B Team Race
Oct 169 F2A Speed
Oct 170 Percentage Speed
Oct 171 Classic 'A' Team Race
Oct 172 Classic 'B Team Race
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FROM THE RECORDING OFFICER
Des Richards, 13 Collins Crescent, Feilding 4702, Email mfnz.recordingofficer@gmail.com
The NDC calendar has had a few additions in the free ﬂight
classes. These do not alter the January events. They are in
Indoor and E-36 classes. The updated calendar should be in
this issue and on the web.
Congratulations to all of you who competed last year and well
done to the winners. The full list of placings is in this issue of
MFW.
Club Recording Oﬃcers – please be aware that we (hopefully)
will have a new recording system running by the end of
February. An email will be sent when we are ready to go.
Currently keep sending the results to me.
One area that makes for many hours work for me is no or wrong
membership numbers being given to people. From now on the
membership number you give will be awarded the score. If you
give the wrong number or no number then the wrong person
and club or in the second case no score will be recorded. There
will be no cross checking of what you send in. The system runs

on three codes, Event Number, Membership Number, Club
Number. These determine were the score is entered. You are
responsible for getting it correct.
An analyses of the last two years have found a number of events
that are not ﬂown. These will be removed from the program. Any
event without three contestants will be classed as not being
ﬂown. It is a competition not a points gathering exercise.
To those of you that have said to me there is no cost to the
program, put in every class in the rule book. Step forward,
ﬂy only one or two classes so you are not accused of being
biased with results, and carry out the NDC Recording Role.
You will ﬁnd you lose between 3 and 4 days a month but hey,
it costs nothing. I also suggest you read the rules on NDC
and stop inventing what you want.
While ninety-ﬁve percent of members are fantastic to work
with unfortunately a very small number make the task a
chore.

NDC RESULTS FOR 2016
NDC CHAMPION
NDC RUNNERUP
NDC JUNIOR CHAMPION
NDC CHAMPION CLUB

Dave Jackson
Allan Knox
Rachel Jackson
Christchurch MAC

FREE FLIGHT CHAMPION
CONTROL LINE CHAMPION
VINTAGE CHAMPION
SOARING CHAMPION

Dave Jackson
Andrew Robinson
Allan Knox
Allan Knox

FULL LISTS OF PLACINGS

NDC CHAMPION
Dave Jackson
Allan Knox
Lynn Rodway
Paul Squires
Graham Lovejoy
Andrew Robinson
Stewart Morse
John Butcher
Bill Long
Rex Ashwell
Kay Long
Brendan Robinson
Antony Koerbin
Ashley Keeling
Joe Wurts
Graeme Christie
Bryce Rackley
Rex Bain
Allen Lawrence
Keith Elliott
Neville Robinson
Rod Brown
Don Robinson
Phil Elvy
Bruce Fryer
Bruce Weatherall
Alec Fuller
Des Richards
Kevin Botherway
John Beresford
Peter Deacon
Bernard Scott
Rex Anderson
Bruce McKay
Rob Wallace
February 2017

Steve Hansen
Chris Murphy
Greg Findon
Dave Griﬃn
Ken McMillan
Bruce Woodﬁeld
Allan Baker
Pete Glassey
Rachel Jackson (Jnr)
Roy Gunner
Stuart Grant
Stu Cox
Bob Reynolds
Dave Ackery
Bill McGarvey
Brian Howser
Peter Graham
Steve Blackman
Bruce Bonner
Wayne Bilham
David Gush
Paul Lagan
Alan Reed
Ian Harvey
Scott Chisholm
Kyla Fisher (Jnr)
Merv Mathews
Bryan Treloar
Glen Lewis
Robert Bolton
Sean McCurrie
Dave Jackson
Adrian Hamilton
Ian Munroe
Paul Barrett

Scott Benjamin
Peter Williams
Stan Somerﬁeld
Stewart Morse
Jayden Molloy
Paddy Gordon
Mike Shears
Ron Magill
Andrew Palmer
Barrie Russell
Bryce Gibson
John Selby
Peter Vining
Roger Morrell
Alwyn Graves
Bryan Leeves
Dennis Griﬃn
Duanne Barber
Jamie Whalley
John Ryan
Jono Ashton
Kevin Burrows
Lincoln Vincent
Michael Cuthbert
Moira Vincent
Neil Lickfold
Peter France
Carl Lickfold
John Dowling
Jonathan Shorer
Justin Whalley
Ray Cordell
Stuart Sturge
Terry Tank
Paul Chisholm

Phil Pearpoint
Warren Whitcher
Gary Burrows
Ross Giddy
Brian Dickens
Les King
FF CHAMPION
Dave Jackson
Lynn Rodway
Paul Squires
Graham Lovejoy
Bill Long
Stewart Morse
Kay Long
Antony Koerbin
Neville Robinson
Allen Lawrence
John Beresford
Bruce Weatherall
Rachel Jackson (Jnr)
Chris Murphy
John Butcher
Roy Gunner
Andrew Robinson
Rex Bain
Alec Fuller
Bernard Scott
Allan Knox
Rex Anderson
Rob Wallace
Paul Lagan
Alan Reed
Steve Blackman
Des Richards
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FROM THE RECORDING OFFICER
ndc results continued
FF CHAMPION Continued
Bruce Bonner
Dave Jackson
Bill McGarvey
Stewart Morse
Stu Cox
Kyla Fisher (Jnr)
Andrew Palmer
Bryce Gibson
Roger Morrell
Allan Baker
Alwyn Graves
Jamie Whalley
Lincoln Vincent
Moira Vincent
Stuart Grant
Justin Whalley
Terry Tank
Gary Burrows
Ross Giddy
Dave Ackery
David Gush
John Selby
Ray Cordell

CL CHAMPION
Andrew Robinson
Brendan Robinson
Ashley Keeling
Graeme Christie
Bryce Rackley
Rod Brown
Don Robinson
Steve Hansen
Bob Reynolds
Dave Ackery
Brian Howser
Alec Fuller
Glen Lewis
Robert Bolton
Adrian Hamilton
Rob Wallace
Neil Lickfold
Carl Lickfold
SOARING
Allan Knox
Rex Ashwell
Joe Wurts
Keith Elliott
Phil Elvy
Bruce Fryer
Kevin Botherway
Peter Deacon
Bruce McKay
Greg Findon
Dave Griﬃn
Ken McMillan

SOARING continued
Bruce Woodﬁeld
Pete Glassey
Peter Graham
Wayne Bilham
Ian Harvey
Scott Chisholm
Merv Mathews
Sean McCurrie
Allan Baker
Paul Barrett
Scott Benjamin
Peter Williams
Jayden Molloy
Paddy Gordon
Mike Shears
Barrie Russell
Peter Vining
Steve Blackman
Duanne Barber
Jono Ashton
Kevin Burrows
Michael Cuthbert
Peter France
Stu Cox
Allen Lawrence
Dave Jackson
Stuart Sturge
Paul Chisholm
Phil Pearpoint
Warren Whitcher
Brian Dickens
Les King

VINTAGE
Allan Knox
John Butcher
Lynn Rodway
Paul Squires
Graham Lovejoy
Rex Bain
Des Richards
Stuart Grant
Dave Jackson
David Gush
Stewart Morse
Bryan Treloar
Rex Anderson
Bernard Scott
Ian Munroe
Bill McGarvey
Stan Somerﬁeld
Stu Cox
Bruce Weatherall
Bruce Bonner
Kyla Fisher
Ron Magill
Allan Baker
John Selby
Bryan Leeves
Dennis Griﬃn
John Ryan
Chris Murphy
John Dowling
Jonathan Shorer
Ray Cordell
Roy Gunner

2017
SOUTHERN FLING
Matamata
23rd & 24th

September
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CENTRAL AREA
FAI FREE FLIGHT
TRIALS
F1A-F1B-F1C

All participants MUST REGISTER with the organisers at
least 48 hours in advance in case of cancellation or
changes to the arrangements prove necessary due to
weather etc. If no one registers the trail may be cancelled.
Trialists may need to bring their own timekeepers if no one
else can attend. Organisers cannot promise to provide
other than date and venue. Trials MAY be ﬂown in rounds.

Counts for 2018 Team
Saturday 18th February 2017
Sunday 29th February Wind/rain
date

Saturday 12th August 2017
Sunday 13th August
Wind/rain date

Saturday 25th March 2017
Sunday 26th March
Wind/rain date

Saturday 16th September 2017
Sunday 17th September Wind/rain
date

Saturday 22nd April 2017
Sunday 23rd April
Wind/rain date

Saturday 14th October 2017
Sunday 15th October
Wind/rain date

Saturday 20th May 2017
Sunday 21st May
Wind/rain date

Saturday 18th November 2017
Sunday 19th November Wind/rain
date

Saturday 17th June 2017
Sunday 18th June
Wind/rain date

Saturday 9th December 2017
Sunday 10th December Wind/rain
date

Saturday 15th July 2017
Sunday 16th July
Wind/rain date

VENUE FOR ALL CENTRAL AREA DATES ABOVE:
RAYNOR'S FARM, GLADSTONE RD, CARTERTON approx. 0800 start

WANTED

February

2017

Working carburettor assembly for OS
Max 60 FP (or complete engine)
Jeﬀ Armstrong
03 439 5364 or 021 131 3824
jlkt@kinect.co.nz
COWL FOR 1/4 SCALE TIGER
MOTH 88” (Bud Bugleys Classic 1/4
scale Tiger Moth) or if a mould for the
above is available to procure or buy.
Failing that maybe a slightly damaged
cowl that can be repaired for moulding.
Would rather either of the top options.
Grant Taylor
200 Robertson Road
Mangere Auckland
09 275 5842
REASONABLE PRICED
MODELAIR AND HI-FLYER KITS
from back in the day (70s, 80s) rubber
and control line, Tempest, Tiger Moth,
Rearwin, Stinson, Gnat etc. Built most
when I was a teen, would like to have
another go now I'm a little closer to
knowing what I'm doing.
Ph/Txt Daniel Walker
021 450 338
email danrwalker@hotmail.com
I am trying to locate an old Morley Bell
47G helicoptor, that i used to own as a boy
in North Canterbury, in about 1986. I am
trying to ﬁnd it ... (or in fact any others in
NZ) ...
I am a member of MFNZ and have been
ﬂying since I was 12 ... planes and heli's ....
( a lean more toward heli )

ser: Paul Squires 021 029 94110
Organi pwsquires@hotmail.com

Unfortunately I sold it in my late teens ....
and totally regret doing so ever since.
I would love to locate it .... hopefully
purchase it back to restore .... or
alternatively ﬁnd another in NZ I could
restore, at least get in touch with other
vintage ﬂyers.

February 2017
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3. Ashburton M.A.C.
Brian Mitchell
29 Bridge Street, Netherby
ASHBURTON 7700
03 308 3207
bk.mitch@xtra.co.nz

16. Far North R/C Fliers
Adrian Evans
280 Kapiro Road
1 RD KERIKERI 0294
sueevans_12@hotmail.com
09 4073574

22. Marlborough Associated Modellers
C J McMillan
16 Avening Close
BLENHEIM 7201
03 578 0716
carlmcmillan@ihug.co.nz

79. Ashhurst Model Fliers (Inc)
Robin Wallace
31 La Lena Grove
PALMERSTON NORTH 4410
06 354 0535
natgas@xtra.co.nz

38. Feilding Model Flying Circle
Des Richards
06 324 0007
desr2727@gmail.com

23. Matamata-Piako M.A.C.
G D Giles
105 Beaumaris Boulevard, Bethlehem
TAURANGA 3110
07 5791126

48. Auckland Free Flight Club
Gerald Wimmer
2241 Kaipara Coast Highway,
Kakanui R.D.4
WARKWORTH 0984
09 420 4429
fly.kakanui@gmail.com
4. Auckland M.A.C.(Inc)
Mike Fairgray
3 Kanohi Terrace, Mangere Bridge
AUCKLAND 2022
09 636 8439
amacsecretary@mail.com
77. Aucklandsoar (Inc)
E.F. Bealing
36 Ripon Crescent, Meadowbank
AUCKLAND 1072
35. Blenheim Model Aero Club
Murray Herd
70A Redwood Street
BLENHEIM 7201
03 578 9199
mherdz@xtra.co.nz
49.Bush Fliers M.A.C.
Anthony Hall
4 Emmerdale Mews
PALMERSTON NORTH 4412
027 487 2476
anthonyflysplanes@gmail.com
8. Cambridge Model Aero Club
Chris Taylor
07 823 5277 or 0274 924 637
CHRISON2WHEELS@hotmail.com
82. Central Districts Silent Flight
David James
41 Chippendale Crescent, Highbury
PALMERSTON NORTH 4412
06 354 3452
jamesdj@slingshot.co.nz
2. Central Otago Model Fliers
David Burke
117 Centennial Avenue
ALEXANDRA
03 448 6919
avenue.motel@xtra.co.nz
9. Christchurch M.A.C. (Inc)
I. C. Harvey
55A Lochee Road, Upper Riccarton
CHRISTCHURCH 8041
03 348 8206
harveyi@plantwise.co.nz
10. Christchurch Radio Fliers Club Inc
Peter Hewson,
307 Avonhead Rd, Avonhead,
CHRISTCHURCH 8042.
03 358 4022
jillhewson@xtra.co.nz
11. Dunedin M.A.C. (Inc)
D Nisbet
8 Shaw Street
MOSGIEL 9024
12. Egmont Modellers Club
John Spence
14D Saxton Road
Upper Vogeltown
NEW PLYMOUTH 4310
06 753 9241
spencejs@clear.net.nz
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13. Gisborne Model Aeroplane Club
Phil Goodwin
105 Balance Street, Whataupoko
GISBORNE 4010
06 868 4706
pandry@xtra.co.nz
14. Gore Model Aero Club (Inc)
Peter Salmond
No 6 RD
GORE
027 208 9031
15. Hamilton Model Aero Club (Inc)
Alan Rowson
18A Mahoe St, Melville
HAMILTON 3206
07 843 3889
alan48linda47@gmail.com
17. Hawera M.A.C.
Maureen Malcolm
456 Tempsky Road
RD 15 HAWERA 4675
Ph 06 272 6514
peter.maureen@xtra.co.nz
71. Hibiscus Coast Radio Flyers
Henny Remkes
Box 468
Orewa
AUCKLAND 0946
027 441 1484
henny.remkes@gmail.com
36. Highbrook Aeromodellers Club Inc
Allan Twinch
114 Allum Street
Kohimaramara
AUCKLAND 1071
021 597 559
info@ham.org.nz
40. Invercargill Radio Fliers - Southland
M.A.C.
Les Greer
38 Coronation Street, Strathern
INVERCARGILL 9812
03 216 8556
l-j@xtra.co.nz
19. Kaiapoi M.A.C. (Inc)
Mark Strawbridge
507 Pesters Road
RD 5 RANGIORA 7475
027-704-5894
mark.strawbridge@gmail.com
95. Kaitaia Flyers
Ken Subritzky
359 Pairatahi Rd Rd3
KAITAIA 0482
021 524 949
kensubritzky@gmail.com
78. Kapiti Aeromodellers Club Inc
Paul Buckrell
04 499 3341 or 021 422 633
paul.buckrell@consultel.co.nz
20. Kerikeri Model Aero Club
Mike King
80 Riverview Road
KERIKERI 0230
09 407 8959
mike_rosie@xtra.co.nz
21. Levin Model Aeroplane Club (Inc)
Jonathan Shorer
21 Emma Drive, RD 31
Waikawa Beach Rd LEVIN 5573
06 362 6313
lmacinc@xtra.co.nz

69. McLeans Island Scale Flyers (Inc)
Richard Tier
PO Box 52322
KIRWEE 7543
03 352 0317
tierrich@gmail.com
66. Mercury Bay Aero Club (Inc)
Tony Pilmer
49 Catherine Cres
WHITIANGA 3510
07 866 2825
mbac@xtra.co.nz
72. Model Aviation Northland (Inc)
Martin Croucher
7 Porowini Avenue
WHANGAREI 0110
021 79777
macro@ihug.co.nz
18. Model Flying Hawkes Bay (Inc)
Brian Voyce
10 Beamish Street, Frimley
HASTINGS 4120
06 878 7321
b.voyce1@kinect.co.nz
24. Nelson Model Aero Club (Inc)
Brian Ransby
41 Convent Drive
NELSON 7011
03 548 9914
bridan2@xtra.co.nz
25. New Plymouth M.A.C. (Inc)
Keith Butler
P O Box 574,
New Plymouth Mail Centre
NEW PLYMOUTH
06 751 3087
keithbutler@xtra.co.nz
91. New Zealand Jet Modellers
Association (Inc.)
Roger Hutson
5 Hansard place, Bethlehem
TAURANGA 3110
07 579 2509 secretary@nzjma.com
29. NOCLASS M.A.C.
Adrian Hamilton
9 Red Hill Road
PAPAKURA 2110
ashcustomworks@gmail.com
26. North Shore M.A.C. (Inc)
Linda Gedye
65 Jean MacKay Place
Dairy Flat, RD 4 AUCKLAND 0794
09 421 0213
grantandlinda@xtra.co.nz
67. Northern Helicopter Modellers Club
Steve Nichols
PO Box 87, Albany Village
AUCKLAND 0755
09 415 9278
snheli@xtra.co.nz
98. Northern Miniature Aerobatics Club
Frazer Briggs
125 Laxon Road
RD 8 HAMILTON 3288
021 288 9455
frazer@pbgsoftware.co.nz
27. Oamaru Power Model Aero Club (Inc)
Jeff Armstrong
10 Chambers Street
RD 14 OAMARU
jlkt@kinect.co.nz

27. Omarama Model Aircraft Club
Mr G R McLean
P.O. Box 219, Omarama
NORTH OTAGO 8950
Mcleang@xtra.co.nz
74. Open Skies Radio Flyers
Mat Wellington
Ph 06 278 1066
mat_wellington@hotmail.com
87. Opotiki M.A.C.
Fred Hassall
PO Box 121
OPOTIKI 3162
07 312 3577
nukubluepack@xtra.co.nz
30. Palmerston North Aeroneers (Inc)
Neica Parker
12 Haast Place
PALMERSTON NORTH
06 354 5972
neciap@inspire.net.nz
66. Palmerston RC Model Flying
Ron Sloan
6 Geelong Street
WAIKOUAITI 9510
03 465 7260
rsloan@xtra.co.nz
31. Papakura Manukau Aeromodellers
Club (Inc)
Ron Wilson
82 Kilkenny Drive, Howick
AUCKLAND 2016
09 274 3221
ronw1@xtra.co.nz
54. Richard Pearse M.A.C.
Bill Wright
42 Harris Street, Pleasant Point
TIMARU 7903
03 614 7702
shiner@clear.net.nz
34. RNZAF Base Auckland M.A.C.
Rod Jacobs
32 Rehia road, Massey
WAITAKERE 0614
rodney.jacobs@nzdf.mil.nz
42. Rodney Model Aviation Club (Inc)
Hayden Purdy
8 Dorchester Place
OREWA 0931
09 427 5906
hayden@aurium.co.nz
37. Rotorua M.A.C. (Inc)
Andy Watson
109 Western Road, Ngongotaha
ROTORUA 3010
07 357 5656
top.place@xtra.co.nz
80. Rural Flying Corps
David Mitchell
217 Stanton Rd, RD 2
AMBERLEY 7482
d.ymitchell@xtra.co.nz
84. SAM 1928
Martin Evans
1166A East Coast Road
RD 4 ALBANY 0794
Ph 09 473 4158
Martin.evans@ihug.co.nz
62. South Canterbury M.A.C. (Inc)
Mr Graeme Dellow
33 Harper Street, Parkside
TIMARU 8601
03 6845832
gndellow@xtra.co.nz
39. South Otago M.A.C. (Inc)
Mrs Rose Langley
3 Cossens Street
BALCLUTHA 9230
03 418 4431
glangley@ihug.co.nz
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94. Southern Lakes Model Fliers Club
Mike Barker
662 Ballantyne Road RD 2
WANAKA 9382
03 443 2800 or 020 402 01897
mike.barker@otago.ac.nz

50. Thames Blackfeet M.A.C.
Ian Palmer
PO Box 504
WHANGAPARAOA 0943
09 428 6994
blackfeetflyers@hotmail.co.nz

56. Wellington M.A.C. (Inc)
Phil Bolton
176B Katherine Mansfield Drive
RD 1, Upper Hutt 5371
04 527 3299
secretary@wmac.org.nz

98. Springhill Aviation Club Inc
Tony Lloyd
Somerset, 11 Guy Rd, RD 1 Warkworth
AUCKLAND 0981
09 425 0446 or 021 725 876
somerset11@clear.co.nz

88. Tuakau Model Aero Club (Inc)
Janice Butcher
39 Harrisville Rd
TAUKAU 2121
Ph 092369722
jjbutcher@xtra.co.nz

57. Wellington Radio Flyers (Inc)
Mike Brider
113 John Sims Drive, Johnsonville
WELLINGTON 6037
04 478 9365

41. Tamaki M.A.C.(Inc)
Glenn Orr
187 Gills Road, Halfmoon Bay
AUCKLAND
Ph 09 369 2990
glenn@fusionelectronics.com

93. Waimak Radio Flyers
Barry Lennox,
52 Siena Place,
KAIAPOI RD 2 7692
(03) 310 6628

7. West Coast Radio Flyers (SI)
John Browning
29 Kilgour Road
GREYMOUTH 7805
03 768 4962
jdbrowning@xtra.co.nz

52. Waimate MAC
Greg Clarkson
21 Rhodes Street
Waimate 7924
(03) 6898478
4clarksons@vodafone.co.nz

70. Western Bay Model Flyers Inc
Dave Evans
26 Mayor View Terrace
WAIHI BEACH 3611
07 863 5987
wbaymf@gmail.com

53. Wairarapa M.A.C.
Ian Henderson
84 Upper Plain Road
Masterton 5810
06 370 4693
henderson@ihug.co.nz

58. Western Districts M.A.C.
Keith Ryman
87 Colwill Road, Massey East
AUCKLAND 0614
09 832 4676
keith.ryman@internationalpaint.com

43. Taupo Model Fliers Inc
Alex Brodie
31A Korimako Road
TAUPO 2730
ana_brodie@xtra.co.nz
44. Tauranga M.A.C. (Inc)
Dave Marriott
41 Acornia Close
TAURANGA 3112
07 544 4187 or 021 909 407
taurangamodelfly@gmail.com
www.taurangamodelfly.nz
76. The Whangarei Blue Goose Flying
Group
Tony Harris
09 438 5520
a.i.harris@clear.net.nz

59. Whakatane Modellers
Jo Spod
99 Putiki Road
RD 3 Edgecumbe
WHAKATANE 3193
07 304 6311
jospod@clear.net.nz
60.Whangarei M.A.C. (Inc)
Graham Main
P O Box 55
MAUNGATAPERE 0152
09 434 7333
gramain@xtra.co.nz
61. Wigram Model Aero Club
Allan Woodley
147 Halswell Road
CHRISTCHURCH 8024
03 338 0462

55. Wanganui Aero Modellers Club (Inc)
Keith Safey
1 Spurdle St
WANGANUI 4500
06 345 0495
kjsafey@xtra.co.nz

Notice Board
Communications

At the last AGM, it was suggested by a club president that we examine other eﬀective
ways of communicating with the membership. Currently, we have the website, the
Facebook page and Model Flying World. Not everyone goes looking for information
on the internet and the magazine is only published 5 times each year. We also communicate through
the clubs but again, not all produce newsletters and it is hard to judge if we are communicating or just
broadcasting. Our membership database does give us a facility to email all members but is reliant on
us having a current email address. We will be sending out a test message on 1 March 2017. If you do
not get this message by 3 March , it means that we haven’t got a current email address for you. In that
case you can either ask your Club Secretary to update your details with us or send it direct to the
membership secretary at this address: members@modelﬂyingnz.org

Membership Renewals

As a part of our review of procedures, it has become clear that we need to get the annual renewal
process completed by 31 March each year in order to be sure of continuity of insurance cover. It will
also help to contain administration costs if all renewals can be sent to clubs in a single batch rather than
a number of separate postal packages. Please ensure that your club secretary has your annual
subscription renewal by 31 March, or whatever earlier date your club requires. Your new card will be
yellow. You should carry it when attending ﬂying events other than at your home club.

Please note:
New address for all membership communications is
members@modelﬂyingnz.org
February 2017
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NORTHLAND

ONE
STOP

MODEL & HOBBY
10 John Street,
Whangarei.
Tel/Fax 09 438 8778
Darryl Applegate

Come in and browse!

9.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday.
9.30am to 2pm Saturday.

R/C planes, boats, cars, including accessories.
APC, Du-Bro, Futaba, HiTEC, Ming Yang, O.S.,
SAB, Spektrum, Sullivan.Great Planes, Airsail,
E-sky, Kyosho Tamiya and more
Cool Power oil and nitro, and ready mixed fuel.
Great range of die-cast cars & plastic kits.
Trains, slot cars, modeling & scenery supplies,
paints & glues, and much more. Bring the family!
Gift vouchers available. Mail orders. Credit cards welcome.

Ask about our 10% discount for all NZMAA members!

onestopmodelhobby@xtra.co.nz

R/C Aircraft Specialists

PO BOX 218 WHANGAREI

Tel: 027 294 6918 or Fax 09 434 7402
Email atomichobbysupplies@xtra.co.nz
Mercury adhesives, Balsawood, APC Atomic
Fastenings, Tru-Turn, Hayes, Tettra MK, OS
Engines, YS Engines, HatoriAir Wild, TME,
Futaba, EZ, Krill Aircraft & more!
Importers and Distributors of quality Hobby Products

AUCKLAND
At RC hobbies, we sell a range of
helicopters, planes, parts, fuel
and accessories.
We are the New Zealand dealer for RJX
and are well stocked with Thunder Tiger,
E Sky, E-flite and more.
We are continually growing our range
and looking for new and exciting products,
so keep checking our website regulary.
We sell premix nitro fuel and ship
nationwide with no extra dangerous
goods charges. We will
also blend to whatever mix you need.

Website: www.rchobbies.co.nz
EmaiI: sales@rchobbies.co.nz

AUCKLAND
WATTS up hobbies
Electric Flight Specialists

A huge range of RC products on line

Scorpion - Parkzone - Dubro - Hitec
Solarfilm - Spectrum - MPJET - APC
Aeronaut - Tamiya - Align
Top Models - Multiplex - Depron

Contact John for any enquiries
020 4125 2418
sales@wattsup.co.nz
www.wattsup.co.nz

SLIPSTREAM MODEL
RESTORATION WORKSHOP
200 Robertson Rd, Mangere 2024
AUCKLAND Bus/AH 09 275 5842
Specialists in plans from all top designs from
around the globe plus others less known
Plans & accessories catalogue - $41.50 inc postage
MVVS Engines, spares & accessories.
Robart retracts including full spares, Zenoah

Workshop Facilities:
Model building to any stage, plus repairs
Fibreglass moulding - fuselage-cowls-spats,
Canopy pressing, Latex moulding,
Metal laser cutting, Foam cutting & shaping

Plus full engine repairs & overhauls,
Radio & Accessories repairs

email: slipstream_models@clear.net.nz

WAIKATO
FRANKTON MODEL SHOP
Leading Model & Hobby Specialists
72 Kent Street
P O Box 5165, Frankton
HAMILTON Tel (07) 847 5292

NELSON
HOBBY CENTRAL
Top of the South Model Centre
240 Queen Street, Richmond,
Nelson, NZ Tel/Fax 03 544 8079

Stockists of: Hitec, Futaba, JR Radios, R/C, SC,
OS, Super Tigre Engines, GWS Systems &
indoor equipment, electric flight products
& kits and accessories from around the world

www.hobbycentral.co.nz

CHRISTCHURCH
HENDERSON RACING
82 Rose Street
CHRISTCHURCH
24hr Tel/Fax (03) 337 1091

Suppliers to the racing fraternity
Rossi, Nelson, O.P.S. Phelan Rossi,
Sherlock Propellers,
Murphy Mustang, JR

For all your RC needs

Parts, planes, helicopters,cars, fuel,
kitsets, building materials and more
Best service in town.
Ask about our Loyalty Points

243 Colombo Street, Sydenham
Christchurch 03 337 6581
www.playconcepts.co.nz
playco@xtra.co.nz

Late night Thursday,
Open Saturday morning.
Extensive range of Kits,
Engines, Radio Control Systems,
Spares and accessories
FULL BACK-UP SERVICE

BAY OF PLENTY

New Zealand Sales Agent for
Japan Remote Control JR PROPO Systems
www.airsailmodels.co.nz

299 Native Road Pukekawa 2696
Auckland
Ph: 09 233 4014
theteam@airsail.co.nz

Suppliers of all Airsail products

EPP & Electric Kits
CNC Foam Wing Cutting
Carbon Fibre Rod & Tube

Dubro, Sullivan, Futaba, Spektrum, K&S products,
Cool Power, Solarfilm, Oracover, APC & Garvon
props and many more.

Page 52

Model Flying World

